


THE + CHRISTI 








AND FOREIGN MISSIONARY WEEKLY. 


AN* ALLIANCE 


























Vout. XII. JUNE 8, 1894, No. 23 
e 7 e . —— ~ : ae i. . . 
trust the way may open for his continuance there, 
Vv Ed | tori da Is . and for the work which is so laid upon his heart in 
THT MTT | the winning of lost souls. 


Editorial Correspondence. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA CONVENTIONS, 


Truly, the Lord’s work in these two cities has 
had a cyclone of diffculties and tests, but out of it 
we are sure a remnant will yet come, and a solid, 
scriptural and abiding work of truth and righteous- 
ness will spring up and spread throughout Western 
Pennsylvania, 

God has wonderfully used our dear brother, Mr. 





Whiteside, in mission work in Pittsburg, and we 








Feeling very much burdened by our continued 
detention, we went down to the depot in the even- 
ing and were glad to find that while the floods were 
still increasing, and railroad communication in the 
regular lines likely to be interrupted for two or. 
three days the railroad companies had arranged to 
use the Baltimore and Ohio Railway, and send 
passengers by a detour via Huntington, and we 
could get to Altoona by taking the evening train 
from Pittsburg, and might be able to reach Tyrone 
by the following day. We did so, and going aboard 
at eight o’clock we began our long circuit with 
much prayer that God would carry us in safety 
along our dangerous way. ; 

The usual route from Pittsburg to Altoona takes 
about four hours, but it took us sixteen hours to 
reach our destination. All night long we tumbled 
around curves and were attached to various trains 
in succession, until we finally reached Huntington, 
where we had time for breakfast, and at length 
were taken on board a train from the Hast and ar- 
rived at Tyrone about noon in safety and with 
much thankfulness. 

We found that the convention was opened the 
previous night, in the First Methodist Church, and 
that the Lord had helped our dear brother, Mr. 
Senft, to speak to thé people with power and ac. 
ceptance, and that the morning services had also 
been much blessed. In the afternoon dear brother 
Merritt arrived from New York, in time to help us 
in the services, and we had a glorious meeting. 

The church was well filled with earnest people, 
a number of ministers being present, including the 
pastor, and the meeting was one of power and bless- 
ing. We left Mr. Merritt to conduct the evening 
service, and he had a wonderful time, as we after- 
wards learned. 

Barely catching the evening train, ourselves, and 
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leaving the ladies of our party to come on later, we 
hurried back to Altoona in time to commence the 
convention there on the evening of Tuesday, May 
929d. The First Baptist Church was filled with a 
substantial and earnest congregation, and the meet- 
ings continued during Wednesday and Thursday 
with increasing interest and power. Mr. Merritt 
and the ladies of our party came on that night, and 
Mr. Kingman also arrived, after the long round, in 
time for Wednesday morning. 

We saw the good fruits of our former conven- 
tion of two years ago. and, still more obviously, the 
results of the faithful, earnest and consistent lives 
and labors of Mr. and Mrs. Senft, who have been 
wonderfully used of God in these mountain towns 
of Western Pennsylvania, and who have held up 
such a wonderful testimony for the Four-fold Gospel 
and the Word of God that the Holy Spirit has put 
His marked seal upon it. 

In the closing services of the convention, it was 
really touching to see the whole-hearted responses 
of the great mass of the people present to all the 
appeals that were made, and_ their readiness 
to yield themselves to God for His fullest bless- 
ing. - 

The usual order of services was observed, and 
the outcome was most encouraging. We could not 


‘exaggerate the hunger of the people for the whole 


Gospel, as we found it in all parts of the land. We 
are moved unspeakably as we see and hear the de- 
mands for conventions in every direction. More 
than one hundred places are calling for these con- 
ventions, and if we had a dozen lives to give, they 
could be kept busy all the time. 

But urgent and pressing messages from New 
York had.been calling us for several days to return, 
the condition of the work demanding our presence 
for a time, and we were reluctantly compelled to 
cancel engagements at St. Louis and some other 
places, and hasten home for the Friday meeting of 
May 25th. 

God has greatly used in these conventions, the 
testimony of our dear brother, Mr. Merritt, and 
given him in a wonderful degree, the hearts of all 
classes of the people. He has also blessed very 
much the testimony of Brother Kingman, the 
practical talks of Mrs. Simpson, and the bright 
messages and tender singing of Miss Shepard, as 
well as many other helpers who have joined us 
from time to time, and place to place. 

In the past sixteen days we have been permitted 
to hold seven_ conventions, to come in contact with 
about 5,000 different persons, nearly all of whom 
are in direct sympathy with the principles of the 
Alliance, and looking forward with holy hope and 


loving expectation to the coming of the Lord. We ; 
- have had about 150 volunteers for missionary 
“work, and the names of a large number of new 


applicants for membership in the Christian Alli- 
ance. 

We have been able in the past month, to visit— 
in some little measure—our people in the three 
great States of New York, Ohio and Pennsylvania, 
and we commend the work in these Empire States, 
representing a population of nearly fifteen million 
people, to the affectionate prayers of our people 
throughout the land and the world. 





Summer Conventions. 





THE FOLLOWING conventions will be held (D.V.) 
in the order named : 

Keuka Lake, New York State Convention, "July 
15th to 21st ; Asbury Park, July 21st to July 30th ; 
Old Orchard, July 28th to August 13th. 

Beulah Park, Ohio State Convention, commenc- 
ing August 5th, and lasting until August 19th. 


Our Contributors. 





WE HAVE said more than once, and we need to 
repeat the statement occasionally, that we are not 
responsible for the views expressed in the contribu- 
tions sent us from time to time for this journal. 

We admit many articles for publication which 
have a general merit that overbalances some minor 
questions of detail in which we differ from their 
statements of truth. 

We receive occasional criticisms of views ex- 
pressed in this journal, and we wish to say that we 
hold each writer responsible for his own statements 
on minor points. 

Absolute unity in every expression cannot be 
looked for in this dispensation, and we must trust 
the forbearance of our readers and their practical 
common sense to enable them to take the wheat 
and leave the chaff, and the editor of this paper is 
perfectly willing that they should act on this prin- 
ciple with reference to every word that he has ever 
uttered. 


Bible Pigeon-Holes. 





Some RELIGIous teachers havea lot of pigeon- 
holes where they are fond of putting the promises 
of the Bible according to what they call dispensa- 
tional ideas. 

They select certain promises as given for the 
patriarchal dispensation, certain for the Jewish dis- 
pensation, certain others for Christ's earthly minis- 
try, others for the Christian dispensation, and 
others for the Kingdom age, when Christ shall 
have come. 

A dear friend wrote us the other day, that she 
was so perplexed that she was afraid to claim any 
of the promises, for fear she might be taking them 
out of their proper dispensation. 

Let us thank God for one simple promise which 
makes all the others sure. We give it in the literal 
version. ‘‘All the promises of God, how many 
soever they be, are all yea and amen in Christ unto 
the glory of God by us.” 

That is enough for our simple faith. While we 
admit the application of these precious promises to 
certain individuals and certain periods, yet, in so 
far as they may be applied to our circumstances 
and needs, faith may fully claim them, and find 
them true to each succeeding age. 
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Elisha, or Lessons In Practical Faith. 





BY REV. A. B. SEMPSON. 





‘After the fire a still, small voice.” 1, Kings xix: 12. 


HE life of Elisha differs from Elijah as the 
lightning which cleaves the sky differs 
from the light that idumines all the heaven, 

or as the tempests of November differ from the dawn 
of spring, with its gentler and yet mightier forces. 
It is difficult for the ordinary mind to associate the 
same degree of power with the quiet and undemon- 
strative forces of nature, as with those that are 
more destructive and startling, but there is really 
more power in @ single ray of sunlight than in a 
flash of lightning, and more Divine potency in the 
gentle and peaceful dawn of morning or of spring- 
tide, than ina whole night of tempest or a winter 
of stormy elements. A child can destroy in an 
hour the city which a generation or a century 
builds. God’s mightiest forces move on velvet feet 
and with noiseless tread; God’s greatest temples 
rise in silence without even the noise of the ham- 
mer or the jar of confusion. 

Such was the especial character of Elisha’s 
work. Let us traceitin five stages of development. 


I. 
ELISHA’S CALL, 


lt is a beautiful lesson of prompt and obedient 
faith. Returning from Horeb to Samaria, along 
the valley east of the Jordan, Elijah halts at the 
little village of Abel-meholah, at the farm of the 
village judge, or Shaphat, and crossing over to the 
field, in which his son was superintending the 
ploughing with twelve yoke of oxen, driven prob- 
ably by eleven servants, and he himself with the 
twelfth yoke, the old prophet suddenly approaches 
Elisha, and, by an act which was understood to be 
a formal call to the prophetic office, he throws his 
sheepskin mantle over his shoulders. 

Elisha understands this immediately, but as he 
looks at the stern figure of his master and thinks 
of all it means to follow him, he shrinks for a 
moment from instant obedience, and asks a brief 
interval to take his farewell of his father’s house. 
The old prophet quickly answers with a ‘Go back, 
what have I done unto thee?” This might be in- 
terpreted to mean that there was no objection in 
connection with the call which had been given to 
so reasonable a request. More probably, however, 
it seems to mean that there was danger that the 
gentle heart of Elisha might be unduly weakened 
by the tender parting, and like the young men that 
Christ called and rejected because they put their 
domestic feelings and affections beeween Him and 
their work, that he, too, might need to be guarded 
against the snare, even of the most innocent attach- 
nents in connection with such a call, and so his 
answer rather seems to mean, ‘“‘ You may go back 


if you wish, I am not compelling you to this , 





service ; I will excuse you if your heart chooses 
something else.” 

Whatever the language meant, its effect was 
most salutary, for Elisha made his parting brief 
and prompt, and lest his business should be a snare 
to him, he took the oxen with which he had been 
ploughing and the plough-handles which he had 
used, and turned them into a blazing sacrifice 
offered first to the Lord and then given to his ser- 
vants as a parting feast. Then he passes on with 
Elijah,and, henceforth, becomes kno wnas hisservant, 
“Blisha, who poured water on the hands of Elijah.” 

What a beautiful lesson of prompt decision and 
humble consecration! Happy they who as in- 
stantly obey, and who as wholly barn the last 
bridge behind them! How many of us, alas! have 
lost or lessened our life work by a faltering faith or 
a divided life ? 

Il. 


ELISHA’S BAPTISM AND ENDUEMENT FOR HIS WORK. 


Elijah’s ministry is now drawing to a close. The 
hour is come when he is to be translated to his 
reward and his work committed to his follower. 
Elisha has a deep presentment that a crisis is at 
hand and clings to his old master with the tender- 
ness of a child who feels that the hour of orphan- 
ageis near. The same message has come to the 
sons of the prophets also, and as they repeat it to 
Elisha he bids them hold their peace, for he knows 
it too well and cannot bear to speak of it. Some- 
thing tells him that it means much to him of Dbless- 
ing and service, and he clings closely to Elijah and 
watches with him that one hour, as the disciples 
should have done in the garden with their depart- 
ing Lord. 

To each of us there comes such an hour of crisis. 
There are times in every life on which all our future 
hinges, when the Holy Ghost holds us close in the 
vigil of faith and prayer at the feet of Jesus, and 
we feel that we may not break the sacred spell or 
miss aught of the blessing which is waiting for our 
faith to claim, Elijah tests his disciple more than 
once to see if there is any weakness in his spirit or 
any willingness to return, but he meets the one 
uncompromising answer, ‘‘As the Lord thy God 
liveth, I will not leave thee.” 

At length the great opportunity comes; ‘‘ Ask 
what I shall give thee before I be taken from 
thee.” Then it is that Elisha’s faith is to be proved ; 
how much will he dare to ask? There is no hesita- 
tion ; there is but one thing upon which his heart 
is wholly set, ‘‘Grant me that a double portion of 
thy spirit may rest upon me.” This did not mean 
more power and anointing than Elijah had_pos- 
sessed, but it was the Hebrew expression of the 
first-born son’s inheritance. It simply meant that 
he should be Elijah’s heir and have the blessing of 
sonship and the first-born’s full inheritance. This 
was truly given him; he inherited the ministry of 
his master, and with his spirit and power, there 
was more the spirit of sonship and filial nearness 
to God_ than we find in any other character of 
the Old Testament. His whole spirit and life 
anticipated the grace and nearness of the Gospel age. 

But even this great request was not granted 
without a very searching test of Elisha’s faith. Not 
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‘any attempt of human rhetoric to describe, quiet 


‘out of sight before tne steadfast gaze of his ser- 
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unconditionally is the promise given: “If thou 
see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be | 
done,” was the prophet’s answer, ‘‘but if not it 
shail not be.” And so Elisha was kept with his 
whole spirit intent on his master’s movements. 
It was one of those crisis hours like that of | 
Gethsemane, of which Jesus said to His disciples, 
‘*Could not ye watch with Me one hour?” There 
are times in life when the whole being is absorbed ! 
in the duty of waiting on the Lord. and we feel 
that the whole future hangs upon the steadfast 
ie and grasp of faith. And so Elisha clings to 
‘lijah with persistent, inseparable love: ‘‘ As the | 
Lord thy God liveth, I will not leave thee,” is his 
repeated assurance. From Gilgal to Bethel, from | 
Bethel to Jericho, from Jericho to Jordan, he clings \ 
closer and closer to his side, walking on in silence 
under the strange spell of an unutterable expectancy. 
At length the moment comes, too sublime for 


and simple, no doubt, as God’s greatest move- 
ments ever are. Perhaps there was a sudden flash 
of heavenly light in the midst of which appeared 
the chariots of God and the horsemen of fire, and a 
moment later, Elijah, transfigured into the like- 
ness of their glory, drops his mantle and passes 


vant. as he cries, ‘‘My father, my father, the 
chariots of Israel and the horsemen thereof.” 

Then he lifts up the mantle of Elijah, and, rend- 
ing his own clothes, puts on the emblem of his mas- 
ter’s spirit and steps out in faith to use the super- 
natural enduement which has just fallen upon his 
spirit. He seizes the mantle and stepping down | 
again to the brink of the Jordan, smites the waters 
and they part asunder as before, while he passes 
over to the sons of the prophets at Jericho, crying 
as the waves divide, ‘‘ Where is the Lord God of 
Elijah?” And as he meets them again, the | 
prophetic college cannot fail to notice upon his 
countenance the new glory of his baptism, and they 
cry, ‘‘The Spirit of the Lord doth rest upon Elisha.” 

We cannot fail to notice in Elisha’s whole action 
the bold steppings of consistent faith. Had he 
failed in one of these steppings, it is doubtful if 
the blessing would have been complete. First, 
it was necessary that he should keep his eyes stead- 
fastly fixed upon his master and witness his trans- 
lation as the condition of his receiving his spirit. 
This is a fine illustration of the attitude of our 
faith with regard to our ascended Lord ; it is as we 
keep our eye fixed upon Him that we are trans- 
formed into His glory. 

But still further, Elisha must not only use the 


falling mantle, but he must takeit andrend his own | 


garments as he put it on, so we must take the 
endueing power of the spirit which Christ has left 
and put off our robes in exchange, ceasing from 
our strength and wisdom and going forth in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. 

Not only so, but he must step out and boldly use 
his blessing, and so he steps down into the Jordan 
and bids its waters part asunder before Elijah’s 
mantle, even as we must go forth expecting the 
power of the Spirit to accompany us, and accom- 





plish the work which we undertake in the name of 
Jesus. This is the co-operating attitude of faith 


and it is to this that the victory is given. We are 
not to wait for some stupendous manifestation*be- 


; fore we venture to use the power of God, but in 


blind obedience we must go forth and expect the 


; waters to divide, the mountains to dissolve, the 


hearts of men to melt and break and the power of 


- God to follow our words and acts. 
TI. 


ELISHA’S LIFE OF PRACTICAL FAITH. 

The prophet now enters upon his unexampled 
career of service for his God and his country. It is 
a broad and beautiful illustration of the life of faith 
in all its fullness. 

First. It illustrates pre eminently the wide range 
of faith in all the variety of life’s changing circum- 
stances. In this respect Elisha was wholly differ- 
ent from Elijah. The latter lived in a narrow path 
of special ministry ; the former filled a whole sphere 
of human experience. Elijah was like the zig-zag 
lightning which strikes along a narrow path through 
the heaven ; Elisha like the broad sunlight which 
covers all the earth and sky. He was a man who 
lived among the people in the most varied relations; 
his home was in the city and his companions were 
princes and kings as well as the common people. 
Sometimes we find him in his house in Samaria, 
sometimes again visiting at Damascus and honored 
by the king of Syria; sometimes marching with 
the armies of Israel and Judah as the counsellor of 
their captains. More frequently, probably. he was 
engaged in travelling over the country on a wide 
circuit of prophetic ministry, visiting the schools of 
the prophets, instructing the people and elevating 
the spiritual life of the nation. In the course of 
these journeys the wealthy lady of Shunem, a 
village twenty-five miles north of Samaria, having 
often observed him going to and fro, invited him to 
share her hospitality and prepared for him the 
prophet’s chamber which has become a proverb 
through all the centuries, and afterwards received 
from his hand, first in birth, and then in resurrec- 
tion life, her beloved child. Again we find him at 
Carmel and then again at Gilgal. and yet again in 
the seclusion of the banks of the Jordan helping the 
young prophets to build their rustic home in the 
thicket over the river. 

He lived the life of the people in all its varied 
extremes ; he was aman of the largest sympathies, 
linked with the very fibres of the nation’s life, so 
that when he died, even the godless Jehoash, 

Israel’s wicked king, came to weep over his death, 
and to cry, ‘‘ My father, my father, the chariots of 
Israel and the horsemen thereof.” His example 
teaches us, therefore, that faith has ample oppor- 
tunity for its exercise in every lot, whether our 
circumstances be peculiar or commonplace. It can 
accompany us and qualify us for the home of 
wealth, the dwelling-place of the poor, the place of 
the statesman, the march of the soldier, or the re- 
tirement of the recluse. 

Second. More particularly we learn from Eli- 
sha’s life, that faith can meet the exigencies of 
want, poverty and circumstances of outward dis- 
tress and indigence. One of his first miracles was 


: to heal the barren land ; and more than once in his 


later life he met the cry of poverty and distress by 
multiplying the widow’s oil, or increasing the 
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loaves of bread for a hundred men, or saving the 
starving camp by water, or turning the famine of 


| 


Fifth. Elisha’s faith triumphed even over death 
itself. Along with Elijah in the Old Testament 


Samaria into plenty. So still, faith can take us ' and Peter and Paul in the New, he stands dis- 
through the straits of poverty and open the treas- . 


ury of pecuniary supply, or make the scant means 
of the poor become ample for many hungry mouths, 
and cause the heart of the widow and orphan to 
sing for joy. 
hird. Faith to defend and overcome in the 
face of dangers and enemies. Elisha’s faith kept 
him without fear and in the midst of peril, and en- 
abled him ever to realize the Divine resources which 
guarded and surrounded him. When the Syrian 
cavalry encompassed him on every side and his 
servant cried, ‘‘ Alas, my master, what shall we 
do?” Elisha only needed to ask the Lord to open 
his servant’s eyes and immediately he beheld the 
mountain thickly covered with the chariots and 
horses of God’s unseen encampments, and instead 
of fleeing from his enemies he calmly approached 
them, struck them powerless with temporary blind- 
ness, and then led them at his mercy into Sa- 
maria, where, instead of allowing Jehoram to kill 
them, he feasted them like princes, and then opened 
their eyes and allowed them to see their helpless- 
ness, and sent them back to their own country, so 
astonished at his power and magnanimity that 
they never returned to Israel. 
So faith can still keep the eye of the suffering 


, death the Shunamite’s boy to hig mother. 


saint on his Almighty Saviour and carry him ! 
' it when the law of gravitation would make it fall, 


through every danger without dismay. So, often, 
has it. brought to God’s beleaguered ones the wings 
of His protection in danger’s threatening hour; 


foiling the pursuers of the persecuted saints, cover: | 


ing sometimes the army of the Covenanters in a 
shroud of mist that hid them from their enemies, 


stopping the mouths of lions for a Livingtone or | 


an Arnot in the wilds of Africa, or holding back 
the clubs of Polynesian savages from a Paton 


when it seemed as if nothing could save him from | 


instant assassination, and making many a grate- 


ful heart to sing with trembling wonder and praise ! 
' and to teach us to trust Him under all circum- 
| stances, for every need of soul and body. 


‘« How are Thy servants blessed, O Lord! 
How sure is their defense | 
Eternal wisdom is their guide, 
Their help omnipotence.” 


Fourth. Elisha’s faith reached to the needs of | 
: his trouble. 


the suffering body and claimed the healing power 
of God. It was he who sent the prince of Syria, 
proud Naaman, to wash in Jordan’s flood seven 
times and go forth healed of his leprosy, and, with 
discerning wisdom, kept him from even speaking to 
him personally until the miracle was over, lest 
Naaman should trust in Hlisha rather than Elisha’s 


God. The lessons of Naaman’s healing embody the ; 


immutable principles on which God ever acts 
in dispensing His health and strength. Not until 
the proud heart was humbled into implicit submis- 
sion to God’s Word and willing to take the advice 
of his very slaves, and do just as the prophet had 
commanded to the least minutia, did the healing 
come ; nor even then, until the seven times had 
been fulfilled and faith had completed its full 
season of testing and obedience ; and when it came 


it was with that humble, grateful consecration to | 


the service of God, which Divine healing ever 
brings, sending Naaraan back to his country and his 
home to be a witness henceforth for Jehovah alone. 





tinguished as one of that quartette who even 
defied the King of Terrors, and in the name of 
Jehovah called back the spirit to its deserted 
temple, and gave back from the cold embrace of 
To us 
it may not be given to raise the dead, but to us it 
is given to have the power of the resurrection life 
through fellowship with the Risen One in our own 
souls and bodies. We, too, are constantly brought 
into situations where no power less than that 
which raised Jesus from the dead will meet the 
emergencies of our life. 

Sixth. The faith of Elisha claimed the super- 
natural working of God and expected His power 
in circumstances where even the laws of nature 
rendered the result improbable or impossible. The 
finest illustration of this is where one of the young 
students of his household on the banks of the 
Jordan, suddenly lost his axe in the river, and 
cried to his master.in deep distress, because it 
was borrowed. The prophet at once commanded 
him to cut a branch from a tree and throw it 
into the stream, and immediately the iron floated, 
in defiance of the laws of gravitation ; so show- 
ing him and us that there are higher laws which 
counteract natural laws when God pleases. Just 
as the vital power in our arm allows us to raise 


so the law of supernatural force is higher than 
auy tendency of inert matter. God would have 
us know that His power can help us beyond the 
probabilities of human reasoning, and that there 
is no weight so heavy and no law so_ trifling, 
but He is both able and willing to afford us His 
Omniscient wisdom and Omnipotent help. A pin 
is not too small to ask from God and a mountain is 
not too heavy for His arm to raise. Oftentimes a 
deliverance as trifling as the recovery of a lost axe 
is His chosen occasion to show His thoughtful love 


Seventh. Elisha’s faith could even claim deliver- 
ance where the sufferer was himself to blame for 
Such was the case of Jehoshaphat in 
the calamity which befel his army through the un- 
hallowed alliance with the kings of Edom and 
Israel. On account of his going with the enemies 
of God his army was overcome with water famine. 
Then it was that the wicked king of Israel com- 
pletely broke down in unbelief and despair, while 
good Jehoshaphat thought immediately of return- 
ing to the Lord and called fora prophet. Elisha 
was providentially present, and through his faith 
the allied armies were delivered. Rebuking the 
wicked king, he kindly responded to the appeal of 
Jehoshaphat, and in answer to his prayer, the fol- 
lowing morning the valley was flooded with water, 
with the added promise of victory over the enemy, 
which sigually followed. 

It is most cheering thus to know, that although 
we err and bring upon ourselves many troubles 
that might have been easily averted, yet God does 
not forsake even His mistaken child, but on his 
humble repentance and supplication, is ever ready 
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both to pardon.and deliver. Let us not give up our 
faith because we have, perhaps, stepped out of the 
path in which He would have led us. 

The Israelites did not follow Him when He called 
them: into the Land of Promise, yet God did not 
desert them, but during the forty years of their 
wandering He walked by their side, bearing their 
backsliding with patient compassion and waiting 
to be gracious unto them when another generation 
should have come. ‘Jn all their affliction He was 
afflicted, but the Angel of His presence saved 
them ; He bare them and carried them all the days 


of old.” And so yet, while our wanderings bring : 
us many sorrows and lose us many blessings, yet 


to the heart which truly chooses Him He has gra- 
ciously said, ‘‘I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee,” and the penitent backslider will always find 
His mercy to pardon and restore and even teach 
some higher lessons by the very faults and fail- 
ures, whose bitterness he has learned by painful 
experience. 
IV. 


ELISHA’S DYING FAITH AND TESTIMONY. 


At last the long and busy life is about to close. 
Unlike his great master, he passes out of life 
through the ordinary gates of exit. For his was a 
life typical of the ordinary lot of men, as Elijah’s 
was of the extraordinary. His faith might easily 
have claimed exemption from his last illness and 
possibly even from death itself, but like his great 
Master, of whom he was the especial type, in all 
things he was made like unto his brethren, that he 
might teach us the faith that could glorify God, 
both in life and death. And so we read of ‘ the 
sickness whereof he died.” We can scarcely doubt 
that all that was evil and of the enemy in connec- 
tion with his illness was eliminated by the power 
of God, for we find his faith in freest and fullest 
exercise, even on his dying couch. 


The most beautiful example of faith found in | 


the whole story of his life is his last interview with 


Jehoash. And as he held his hand as he shot the | 


arrow of believing prayer through the window of 
his house and claimed deliverance from Syria with 
the winged shaft, and then bade the hesitating king 
take up the arrows that were left and smite upon 
the ground, expressive of his own co-operating 
faith, and when he failed to rise to the full measure 
of the opportunity, the prophet reproved his tardy 
and timid faith, and told him how he had lost the 


fullness of his victory which he should have wholly’ 


claimed—we see the wings of faith still buoyant 
and triumphant above every difficulty and limita- 
tion and we cannot doubt that a faith so mighty 
could easily have claimed his own recovery. But 
his work was done, and he only waited to give this 
last lesson of trust and this last promise of bless- 


ing and then pass from the scene of his finished | 


life. ; 
Tt is a beautiful picture of faith that even in- 
firmity and approaching dissolution cannot subdue 
or even cloud, reminding us that the Christian’s 
last hours may be his brightest and that the sub- 


limest triumphs of his lite should be in the face , 


even of his foes. Have we not all seen such vic- 
tories, the withering frame and the worn-out forces 





of nature, and yet the absence of all that was mor- 
bid or gloomy on that couch of weakness where 
the very fraility of the outward Christian made it 
more transparent to the glory that was shining out 
from within, while the walls were crumbling into 
decay and the inward guest was fluttering for its 
flight to a brighter sphere? Of such a scene it may 
be truly said : 


“Ts that a deathbed where a Christian dies? 
Yes, but not his, T’is Death himself that dies.” 


Vv. 
THE POSTHUMOUS INFLUENCE AND FRUIT OF FAITTH. 


Elisha was dead but the power of his life could 
not die. It has been happily said 


“The actions of the just, 
Smell sweet and blossom in the dust,’ 


So literally was it fulfilled in Elsha’s time. His 
very bones were vital in their touch long after his 
dust had been laid to rest in an honored grave. 
One day a body was suddenly dropped into his 
sepulchre in haste, and lo! the moment it touched 
his bones it became instinct with life, and the 
corpse sprang to its feet, living and moving in res- 
urrection life ; a beautiful type of the resurrection 
power of Elisha’s great Antitype, the Son of God, 
but also equally suggestive of the power that lin- 
gers behind the departing believer and makes it 
true, even after sixty centuries, of Abel and such 
as he, ‘“‘he being dead yet speaketh.” 

Perhaps the largest fruition of all true lives is 
after they have passed from their earthly sphere. 
If Isaiah could only know to-day, as probably he 
does know, the millions that have rejoiced in the 
messages which his own generation refused to hear 
and for which at last he was cruelly sawn asunder 
by Manasseh, he would have felt repaid a million- 
fold for all the trials of his suffering life. 

If Paul could only know the consolation and 
hope that he has ministered to the countless gener- 
ations who have marched along the pathway from 
the cross to the Kingdom above, he would be will- 
ing to go through a thousand lives and a thousand 
deaths such as he endured for the blessing that has 
followed since his noble head rolled in the dust by 
the Ostian gate of Rome. 

And if the least of us could only anticipate the 
eternal issues that will probably spring from the 
humblest services of faith, we should only count 
our sacrifices and labors unspeakable heritages of 
honor and opportunity, and would cease to speak of 
trials and sacrifices for God. 

The smallest grain of faith is a deathless and 
incorruptible germ, which will yet plant the 
heavens and cover the earth with harvests of im- 
perishable glory. Lift up your head, beloved, the 
horizon is wider than the little circle that you can 
see. We are living, we are suffering, we are 
laboring, we are trusting, for the ages upon ages 
yet to come! ‘‘Let us not be weary in well-doing,” 
for in due season we shall reap if we faint not; 
and with tears of transport we shall cry some day, 
‘‘Oh, how great is Thy goodness which Thou hast 
laid up for them that fear Thee, which Thou hast 
wrought for them that trust in Thee before the 
sons of men !’’ 
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“Lights In the World.’’ 





Pui, ti: 15. 

IT. Cor. iv: rr. 
ORD, Thou dost bid us let our lights so shine, 
That darkened souls may see the Christ Divine 
Made manifest in these Thy temples pure, 
Cleansed by Thy blood, and kept for evermore. 
T. John i: 9. 


IT. Cor, iv: 6. Jude 24, 

Take full possession of Thy rightful throne, 

Let other lords no more dominion own ; 

Dwell Thou in us, and walk in us that we 

May cease from our own works, and rest in Thee. 


Il. Cor. vi: 16. 


Is, xxvii: 13. Heb. iv: 10, 11. 
Thus only canst Thou work and thus fulfill 

All the good pleasure of Thy blessed will; 

Kept free from sin and self, Thy mighty power 
Shall then flow through us freely every hour. 





Phil, ii : 13. Rom. vi: 6, 7. Eph. i: 19. 


Beneath our shadow souls shali thus be blest, 
And find in Thee their longed for place of rest ; 
No more enchained by things of time and sense, 
Thyself they see and cast their idols hence. 


Matt. xi: 29. 


Hosea xiv: 7, 8 Ezekiel xxxvi: 25. 


Blest Spirit come! and breathe upon us now, 
Whilst we o'ershadowed by Thy presence bow ; 
To us the things of Christ do Thou reveal, 

Fill us with love Divine and holy zeal. 


John xvi: 13, 14. T. Cor. ii: To. 


ELIzABETH BRYANT. 


———+ oe + 


Receiving the Holy Ghost. 


BY REV. BARCLAY F. BUXTON, 4.A..- 


HE tenth day was the Feast of Pentecost. The 
return of this great annual feast would stir 
the heart of every Jew, and make him feel 

the influence of its spirit. Thus the return of 
Christmas or Easter influences our hearts. The 
waiting disciples were no exception to this. If we 
would understand this state of mind just before re- 
ceiving the Comforter, we must see what were the 
main ideas connected with the feast. And if we 





would share in the outpouring of the Spirit, we 
must share in the spirit of the Jewish Feast of 
Pentecost. 

From Deut. xvi: 10-12, we can gather the feel-. 
ings that would stir the heart of every pious Jew 
on that day. 

In the first place each worshipper was to bring 
‘‘a freewill offering,” which he was to give to the 
Lord his God. The Pentecost of the Holy Ghost 
demands this also. Unlegs there is a freewill offer- 
ing of one’s whole self, we shall not experience the 
feast. How easy it is to piously sing songs of full 
surrender to God! And yet how few of those who 
thus sing really do make a freewill offering to their 
God. Those who do are henceforth not their own. 
They are going to listen. for God’s voice continual- 
ly, and do His will at all costs. Their lives will be 
given for the salvation of others from the power of 
Satan. They are going to be as fruitful as possible 
unto their Lord. Can I make a freewill offering of 
myself to the Lord in this manner? Well may I 
do so! He has redeemed me with His precious 
blood. I willlay my redeemed life at His feet for 
Him to use as He sees best. 

Secondly, but such consecration is not to be 
made in a spirit of hard sacrifice, but of joyful sur- 
render. ‘‘Thou shalt rejoice before the Lord thy 
God.” If we believe God, we must rejoice ; for we 
know that He will fulfill to us His promise of the 
Spirit. If we love God, we must rejoice to be His 
more truly, and to be brought into closer fellowship 
with Him. (Luke xxiv: 52). Let seeking dis- 
ciples now take care not to fail in this. 

Thirdly, this must be coupled with love toward 
others. ‘‘Thou and thy servant, the Levite, and 
the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow,” were 
all to be drawn together to keep the feast. If you 
are making the sacrifice of yourself to God, take 
care that you are at peace with all men (Matt. v: 
24). And more, Iet us have the Spirit of love that 
would, if possible, draw all men to serve and wor- 
ship our God with us. For only to him that hath 
shall more be given. Only he who has love will 
receive the abundant fullness of the Holy Spirit of 
love. : 

Lastly, the Spirit of this feast was one of hu- 
mility. They remembered that they had been 
nothing but “‘bondmen in Egypt.” They knew 
that it was by His grace alone that they were what 
they were, and that all God was giving them was 
undeserved on their part. Do we realize this ? The 
one who feels himself good enough to be filled with 
the Spirit is not yet humbled as he must be in 
order to be blest.. But he who humbly acknowl- 
edges that he deserves in himself nothing but hell- 
fire, and that whatever he {does receive is by the 
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free mercy of God, is in a position to be baptised 
with the Holy Ghost. May God find us thus! 

The Spirit of the feast was filling the hearts of 
the disciples. They must have met early on that 
morning, for a good deal happened by 9 o’clock 
(chap. ii: 15). They were all with one accord in 


one place, sitting, with expectant hearts, waiting | 


the coming Comforter. The Lord whom they sought 
did not disappoint them. They were ready for 
Him, and He was ready for them. Suddenly the 
rushing of a mighty wind was heard. The house 
was peculiarly filled with the power and presence 
of God. They were all awed and thrilled as they 
felt God drawing near. He was manifesting Him- 
self in the exceeding greatness of His power. They 
were feeling the inexpressible calm and the un- 
speakable joy of being face to face with Him. 
They now knew His majesty. They felt His 
stirring force. But the great strong wind (I. Kings 
xix: 11) of His power was not the Baptism of the 
Holy Ghost to them. 

Let us not be mistaken for ourselves. We may 
at times have felt the presence and power of God 
Himself in a peculiarly deep and impressive way, 
and yet not be baptized with the Holy Ghost. It 
has had no lasting effect on our lives. The feeling 
of awe and solemnity has gradually faded away. 
We have been near God, but He has not come as a 
Refining Fire to abide in our hearts. 

Yet that more general manifestation of God’s 
presence may be accompanied by individual bap- 
tisms of the Holy Ghost. So it was here, Each 
one of them personally received a distinct tongue 
of fire. ‘They were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost.” The Comforter had come! God had ful- 
filled His Word! All their hopes were gloriously 
realized! All their prayers were abundantly an- 
swered! Their hearts were fully satisfied. God 
had manifested Himself to them. They felt they 
knew Him so nearly, and so personally, that they 
could not but call Him Father. (Gal. iv: 6). They 
knew Christ far more really than they had known 
Him when with them in the flesh. The light so 
filled their hearts and minds that they began to 
understand His love to them, His teaching, and 
what He had done for them. And as they fully 
realized these things, they could not but speak out 
aloud the wonderful works of God (ver. 11). So is 
everyone that is full of the Holy Ghost. 

The tongue of fire is the symbol of aggressive, 
conquering Christianity. Where that which is 


signified by this is absent, there real Christianity is | 


absent. Where a Christian has received this, he 
must praise the Lord aloud (ver. 11). He cannot 
be silent, for the word of the Lord is as a fire in his 
bones (Jer."xx: {). He has a sharp sword (Rev. 


- living words, melting even as it pierces. 





xix: 15) which penetrates the hearts of men by 
His words 
were works of fire (Jer. v: 14), which devour his 
hearers, so that they must either be melted, or hate 
and attack him. Of old, the way to the Tree of 
Life had been closed by a flaming sword, turning 
every way (Gen. iii: 24), in the hands of God’s ser- 
vants. Now, the tongue of fire was to open out 
the way whereby every sinner might be brought to 
the cross, the Gospel Tree of Life. 

But the Baptism of Fire brings not only power, 
but love. Divine Fire is nothing else than pure 
Love. This baptism opens one’s eyes to see the 
lost, perishing condition of unsaved souls, and fills 
one’s heart with love that constrains one to go and 
seek to save them. And this love will be victori- 
ous. For love is the power that melts the hearts of 
men. Love alone can draw sinners to Him against 
whom they have sinned. Love alone can show 
them something of God in this world. If we 
would be fishers of men, our hearts must thus be 
filled with this pure, glowing, Divine fire of love. 

And we may be filled! The Holy One of Israel 
does come with fire to our hearts even now! The 
way He dealt with these early disciples proves that 
He has power to turn poor sinners into flames of 
fire (Heb. i: 7) by the Holy Ghost. The Baptism 
of Fire may be an accomplished fact in our ex- 
perience, and not merely the theme of an oft re- 
peated but unanswered prayer. 

Have I hada personal Pentecost? Is the fire 
really kindled in my soul? Does it constrain me 
with love to dying, perishing souls? Have I this 
heart-likeness to Christ? Hallelujah! if Christ has 
thus baptized me! But if not, tarry, and ye shall 
be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days 


hence. 
————t -—@oee + 


God’s Slaves. 


BY REY. fT. B. MEYER. 








I. Peter ii: 13-16. 


|" is very remarkable to notice the frequency and 
earnestness with which the writers of the New 
Testament insist on the use of that word 
“slave,” as describing their true relationship to 
God. Itis the favorite designation of the Apostle 
Paul, ‘‘apostle and slave,” and he even glorified in 


! wearing the brandmarks of the slavery of Jesus. 


Not only here, but in the first line of his Second 
Epistle, the Apostle Peter describes himself in the 
very same terms. And the Apocalyptic vision of 
the Apostle John rings with the word, touched 
with heavenly light, transfigured, glorified. That 
wondrous book is prepared for slaves; they are the 











619 








sealed ; they receive the rewards ; they see God’s 
face and bear His name upon their brows. Heaven 
takes our most dreaded terms, and makes them 
sparkle in its own light, till what had seemed the 
synonym of terror becomes the target of our noblest 
aims. The servants of the royal household are 
nobles. 

All this is very singular. For the slavery which 
throve in the poisoned atmosphere of the pagan 
world was the most cruel and wicked thing that 
society has ever seen. The slavery of the Roman 
Empire was slavery at its worst. The slave was 
the absolute chattel of his owner, for the purpose 
of crushing labor, bitter torture, degrading crime. 
There was no appeal, no hope of redress, no escape, 
except by the dread door of death. And yet it is 
this system which the sacred writers never cease 
to apply to our relationship to Jesus Christ. It 
presents them with an ideal which stirs their in- 
tensest enthusiasm. 

lt might have been expected that they would 
have attacked and denounced it, and grasped this 
thistle by the hand, to uproot it from the harvest 
field of the world. But this is not the Divine 
method. God does not deal with society as a 
whole, but with individuals one by one; not with 
the abuses, but with the spirit out of which they 
arise ; not with politics, but with principles, 

It may be that the apostles did not realize the 
certain effect of the work which they did. They 
sent quietly forward, telling out the message of 
God’s love, reminding men that in Christ there 
was neither slave nor master, insisting that their 
true position was determined, not by their outward 
‘ conduct, but by their inward temper. And in 
doing this they were creating a world in which 
slavery could not live. And perhaps some among 
us who do not join in crusades against existing 
abuses, but concentrate all their energy to bringing 
individual souls from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan to God, are really doing as 
much as others to purify and elevate society as a 
whole. You will best save the world by saving 
the individuals who go to make it up. 

Instead of denouncing slavery they borrowed 
from it to indicate the disposition of their lives, 
and interwove it into the fabric of their discourses. 
And so it shone with a heavenly radiance, as 
clouds, drenched in the glow of the setting sun, lie 
along the horizon as bars of gold. It is on this 
fact, then, that we are God’s slaves, that the 
apostle founds the exhortation of this paragraph. 

1. The Divine Despotism.—This may seem a 
strong phrase. But it is exactly Scriptural. In 
the next Epistle, the word used of our Master is 
that from which our word ‘‘despot” was coined 
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(II. Pet. ii: 1). And it will well serve our purpose 
if it startles us into a recognition of the absolute- 
ness of Christ’s authority over His own. 

We are too’ easy in our treatment of our Lord. 
We call Him ‘‘ Master” and ‘‘Lord,” and we say 
well, for so He is ; but we do not realize how much 
the term involves ; nor do we do the things that 
He says. He is our Captain, and we have to go, or 
come, or do, not because we see the reasonableness 
of His commands, but ‘because He utters them. 
He is our Owner, who has purchased us for a 
specific purpose, and whose intentions will be 
frustrated unless He receives from us absolute and 
exact obedience. He is the Founder of: our order, 
and surely has a right to look for as much from us 
as the Jesuit demands of his “ black-robed militia,” 
each of whom must be ‘‘as a staff in a blind man’s 
hand.” 

God hath exalted Him to be a Prince and a 
Saviour. We are too prone to reverse the order, 
and make Him a Saviour anda Prince. And we 
are apt to think much more of being saved by Him, 
than of doing as He bids. And it is because we 
know so little of Jesus as King that we experience 
so little of Him as Saviour. 

It would do us good to again take the Gospels in 
hand, and carefully study them with the one ob- 
ject of noticing their incessant appeals for obedi. 
ence. Everything in Christian life hinges on doing 
as we are told. 

‘Ours not to reason why, 
Ours not to make reply, 
Ours but to do and die,” 

The rights of Jesus Christ to exercise this des- 
potic authority are founded on many considera- 
tions, on which just now we may not dwell at 
length. He gave Himself for us; and His supreme 
gift of Himself for us demands the absolute sur- 
render of ourselves to Him. The blood which He 
shed on Calvary is the price by which we have 
been bought; and we cannot be other than the 
property of our Purchaser. His rights over us are 
also founded on the gift made by the Father to the 
Son, before all worlds, of those who, in the process 
of time, should come to Him. - 

Besides all which, we have ourselves knelt at 
His feet professing our desire to be, ever, only, 
always, His; not in part, but in the entire range of 
spirit, soul and body. Who then can challenge 
His right to be despotic? Because He is what He 
is, in dignity, in character, in infinite grace, in 


“superior knowledge, we may gladly and safely put 


the entire control of our lives in His hands, yield- 
ing an obedience which we dare not give to any 
creature living, and obeying absolutely, blindly, 
dumbly. 
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How to Know God’s Will. 


John v: 19, 20. 


“¢ "THE Son can do nothing of himself but what ! 


He seeth the Father doing.” The Son does 

not fret, and chafe, and fume over plans 
and machinery wherewith to execute them. He 
does not do anything at all of Himself. He simply 
waits upon the Father. The Father reveals to 
Him His own plans, and what He sees the Father 
doing He offers himself‘as an instrument to do. 
And the Father shows the Son all things that He 
Himself doeth. Thus they work; the Father 
planning and showing, and the Son doing. 

Note now the reason why the Father shows His 
will to the Son: ‘‘ For the Father loveth the Son.” 
It is because the Father loves the Son that He re- 
veals His will to Him, shows Him His own plans, 
and makes the path of His own life so clear and 
plain. 

Moreover, note the reason why He loves the 


Son, for it is another golden link in the chain of , 
; Use us. 


truth here. Christ says in John x.: 17, ‘‘ There- 
fore doth My Father love Me because I lay down 
My life.” That love of God toward Christ which 
carried with it the showing to the Son of all His 
own will was not simply love for a Son but love for 
a surrendered Son. It was a love due not only to 
sonship, but obedient sonship. Jesus, the Son, had 


utterly surrendered His own life and will to the ' 


Father. ‘Lo! I come to do Thy will.” ‘ ForI 
came down from heaven not to do Mine own will, 
but the will of Him that sent Me.” Thus the clear 
sequence of thought here is that the Father re- 
vealed His will to the Son because He loved Him, 
and He loved Him because He had laid down His 
life for Him, to do His will, and not His own. 

Mark now how Jesus applies this to us. In 
John xv: 9, He says, ‘' As the Father hath loved 
Me, so have I loved you!” Mark, too, how as be- 
fore, the result of love is revelation. For in John 
xiv: 21, He says, “I will love him, and will mani- 
fest myself unto him.” And then, too, that the love 
that reveals goes out because of the surrendered 
life of the one who is loved. John xiv: 21. 
Jesus loves him who keepeth His commandments. 
‘‘But this is my commandment, that ye love one 
another, John xv: 12. And, ‘‘Greater love hath 
no man than this, that a man lay down his life.” 

Thus, Christ tells us that He will show us what 
He wants to do through us, just as the Father 
showed Him His will, and states the conditions to 
be exactly the same. He loves all His children. 
But there comes a time in our lives when His love 
is accompanied by such relations of His will for us, 
as we never knew before. And this simply because 


we lay down our lives to do His will as never be- 





| his and his alone. 


fore. The earthly father loves all his sons, because 
they are his sons. But one is taking his own way 
in life, andis wrapped up wholly in his own plans, 
and desires, and work. Another has laid down his 
own will, and presents himself to the father to do 
To which one will he reveal his 
will? Surely to the latter, for the life of the first 
is not in the right attitude to carry out the father’s 
will, even if he did reveal it. The lesson for us is 
clear. God has a life-plan for us. We are “‘created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that weshould walk in them.” He 
has not only planned good works for us, but He 
means to show them to us, for how else could we 
walk in them? But we must cease from our own 
plans, ambitions, and strivings and give our lives 
up wholly, absolutely, unconditionally, to Him. As 
He reveals each detail of self-life let us surrender it 
straightaway. At once will He begin to. guide us, 
and as we let Him work His will in us, He will 
soon be working it through us. 
the death of our own fleshly will that we come to 
know the will of God. L. Peter iv: 1, 2. 

It_is after we ‘‘first give ourselves to God,” 
that,He shows us the ‘‘ will” for which He would 
II. Cor. viii: 5. It is after we ‘‘ present 
our bodies a living sacrifice to God” that we come 
to ‘‘prove” (that is, know by actual experience), 
“the will of God.” Rom. xii: 1, 2. Therefore 
will the Father love us because we lay down our 
lives for Him. And “because the Father loveth” 
us He will show us what. He would Himself do 
through us. First, surrender; then, revelation. 
First, the yielded will. which says, ‘‘ What wilt 
Thou have me to do?” Then the promise, ‘ Arise 
and it shall be told thee what thou must do.” 

J. H. M. C. 


————+ Bee +— 


Christian Living,—‘‘A Living Sacrifice.’’ 


“ Rom. xii: 1. 

I wonper if we have ever thought how much it 
cost the Lord Jesus that Christian living might be 
possible for you and me. Christian living in lov- 
ing Christian homes, in pleasant Christian churches, 
in social Christian prayer-meetings is possible to 
you and to me only because our Lord Jesus Christ 
was willing to be ‘‘a living Sacrifice.” Shall any 
Christian living of ours which costs us nothing be 
acceptable to our Jesus? How much do we value 
anything which costs nothing? Do we hoard it up 
and treasure it? No, indeed! The rather we cast it 
out as useless. Shall Jesus treasure any Christian 
living of ours except it cost us something ? 

It must hurt to be ‘‘a living sacrifice ;” but did 
Jesus refuse to be hurt for our sakes? Neither 
should we refuse the hurt of being ‘‘a living sacri- 
fice” for His sake ; for “Whosoever would save 
his life shall lose it ; but whosoever shall lose his 
life for My sake, the same shall save it.” Luke 
ix: 24. 

Let us see to it then that our Christian living is 
Christly—has Christ in it, because of its being ‘* A 
living sacrifice.” _‘‘ He that loveth his life loseth it; 
and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep 
it unto life eternal.” John xii: 25. 

CLARA THRESHER. 


It is as we suffer * 
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. DIVINE HEALING. 4 
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The Connection Between Spiritual and Physical 
Life. 


BY THE EDITOR. 











N the last Epistle of Joke. we find this beautiful 
prayer by the aged apostle for his friend Gaius : 
“Beloved, I pray above all things that thou 

mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul 
prospereth.” 

This is the prayer of the Holy Spirit and ex- 
presses the Divine will respecting our physical 
health and temporal prosperity. It leaves no doubt 
of God’s willingness and desire that His faithful 
children should enjoy His fullest blessing, even in 
temporal things, and especially in bodily health. 

It is an obsolete and unscriptural superstition, 
that God wants His faithful and obedient children 
to suffer from bodily pain without any reasonable 
cause. Such pain forms no part of the suffering of 
Christ, and is definitely. provided for in the atone- 
ment and the promises of the Gospel. 

The Holy Spirit here prays that those who are 
right with God may be in health and prosper. Our 
Lord Himself has already prayed the same prayer, 
in the seventeenth chapter of John, where, in 
speaking of those who should believe on Him after- 
wards, through their words, He says, ‘I pray not 
that Thou shouldest take them out of the world, 
but that Thou shouldest keep them from.the evil.” 

This is practically a prayer for the preservation 
of the lives and the health of Christ’s disciples. 
This prayer has already been offered for us, and all 
that it needs is our endorsement, to make it effec- 
tual. It is like the check we receive from a wealthy 
friend,—all we need is to write our name on the 
back of it and hand it in, and it becomes currency. 

I remember once in my life, in great distress, 
being thrown in with George Miiller. In my dis- 
tress I went to him and asked him to pray for me. 
The dear saint did so, and to this day I remember 
his affectionate, fervent and believing intercession 
for me, and my consciousness of blessing and help. 
But I learned.a lesson from that prayer which led 
me much higher than George Miiller. 

I began to think how much better it would be if 
I could have some one to pray for me in my need, 
whose petitions would be always heard and an- 
swered, and J immediately thought of our blessed 
Lord, our Great High Priest and Intercessor, who 
said to Simon Peter, ‘‘I have prayed for thee,” and 
‘Who ever liveth to make intercession for us,” 
and I thought if I,could only have Christ pray for 








me, how much better than to have the prayers of 
the greatest saint. And so I began to put my bur- 
dens upon Him, and trust Him not only to pray for 


| me, but to pray in me, so that my prayer would be 


carried through and my desire be accomplished, and 
then I found that He had already prayed for me 
these precious prayers recorded in the Word of 


. God, and that when I endorsed them they became 


exchangeable into the currency of heaven. 

Dear friends, these are the prayers of the Holy 
Ghost. These are the expressions of the will of 
God, and as we identify ourselves with them, they 
shall be realized in our lives. 

We do not claim Divine healing, as some would 


* insinuate, in defiance of God’s will, but because we 


believe it to be God’s will. Indeed, no man can 
take it rightly until he has surrendered his will to 
the will of God, either to live or to die, and then 
accepts the blessing because it is God’s highest 
will. 

There is a way of wanting health because we 
want it, and this will only defeat itself, but there is 
a blessed surrender of our will, which is followed 
immediately by the revelation of His will and the 
acceptance of the blessing, not because we wish it, 
but because He wills it. 

Our first attitude is a surrendered will, our 
second attitude is a persistent will in harmony with 
the Divine will, and so when we have surrendered 
our natural will and taken the higher plane of 
God’s wil], we must hold very positively to our 
faith, and stand very firmly upon His promise. 

We find the Tord Jesus, therefore, constantly 
pressing those persons to whom He came with His 
help in the days of His flesh, to the strongest and 
most positive decision in taking His blessing. 

To the leper He said, ‘‘I will,” and then He de- 
manded as strong a decision on his part, ‘‘ Be thou 
clean.” To the man lying limp and languid at the 
pool of Bethesda, He said, ‘‘ Wilt thou be made 
whole ?”’ This literally means, ‘‘ Wilt thou wil to be 
made whole?” And as the man continues to lean 
upon friends, and tell about having ‘‘no man to put 
him into the pool,” He cries, with most startling and 
imperative tones, ‘‘Rise up and walk,” and de- 
manded from him the putting forth of a volition 
that woke up all his slumbering will. 

And so we still must take a firm stand in the 
will of God, if we are to know the power of His 
working and the efficacy of His promises. 

But there are also certain spiritual conditions 
that are essential to our taking this stand and 
claiming His physical help. The prayer has certain 
very definite limitations. It is, ‘‘ That thou mayest 
prosper and be in health, as thy soul prospereth.” 

It is obvious that external forms come from in- 


























pressed in its gentle form and exquisite fragrance. 
The coarseness of the hog shows itself in his beastly 
form and habits. 

The same garden develops, side by side, the 
beautiful and fragrant rose and the sharp and 
stinging thistle, but the nature of each is different, 
and manifests itself in the corresponding form. 

And so a joyful, trustful and peaceful spirit 
finds its true expression in a radiant, restful and 
happy countenance, and an angry or anxious spirit 
betrays itself not only in a wrinkled brow, con- 
tracted features, and hard expression, but also in 
the headache and heartache which accompany an 
outbreak of passion. 

There is something in spiritual peace and joy, 
intrinsically healing, even quite apart from the 
direct supernatural touch of God. 

I remember once in my early ministry, calling 
upon a dying man who had just accepted Christ as 
his Saviour. The physicians had given him up to 
die, and he was not expected to survive the night. 
His religious joy was so great that I remained with 
him for hours, unwilling to turn away from even 
one word of the wonderful things he was continu- 
ally uttering, as he seemed to speak from the very 
gates of glory, and to have a transfigured life. 

Never in all my subsequent experience have I 
met a case so filled with the joy and rapture of the 
eternal world. It surely seemed as if heaven were 
opened on earth. 

Late in the night I bade him “ good-bye,” never 
expecting to see him again alive. But when I 
called the next morning I was astonished to find 
that he was almost entirely well, and the doctors 
were utterly unable to explain the strange transi- 
tion, But one of them admitted that it must be 
the extraordinary stimulus that came to him from 
his extreme happiness. It seemed like a draught 
from the very wine of heaven. 

Although at that time I knew nothing of Divine 
healing, yet I have always attributed his extraor- 
dinary recovery to the influence of the Holy Spirit 
that so filled his entire being. 

How much more is this the case when accom- 
panied with an intelligent faith in the Lord’s heal- 
ing? The true secret of Divine help is the indwell- 
ing of Christ in the soul, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. This will exclude the passions, the 
agitations and excitements which weaken health 
and depress the whole vital system, and will bring 
a Divine strength which will overflow into every 
organ, function and member of the body. 

It ought not to appear strange, that when the 
living Christ resides within a human temple, He 
will take good care of His residence. If you or I 
live ina rented house its repairs are very likely to 
be neglected. At least, we do not feel like investing 
a great deal. Butif the house is our own, we are 
likely to make it comfortable. : 

The true preparation, therefore, for Divine heal- 
ing is a close and continual communion with, and 


| 





abiding in, the Lord Jesus Christ, and such a state 
of spiritual health as we desire to have in our 
physical system. One will keep pace with the 
other. ; 

Observe, He does not say, ‘‘Even as thy soul is 


| cleansed and sanctified,” but usesastronger expres- 


sion—‘‘ Even as thy soul prospereth.” A prosperous 
soul must mean a clean heart. It expresses a 
spiritual health and vigor which will have enough 


_and to spare for the quickening of our bodily 


frame. 7 Tae ay ee 

So many Christians are living on scant supplies, 
barely getting through. In our Father’s house 
there is bread enough and to spare, and a soul 
overflowing with spiritual life will reproduce its 
spiritual condition in springing nerves and vigorous 
health. 

But there is another side to it. The physical 
affects the spiritual as much as the spiritual affects 
the physical. Divine healing is a blessed spiritual 
tonic, and adds immeasurably to our inner life. If 
it does nothing else for us, it lifts us out of the 
wretched and miserable self-consciousness. It is so 
hard for sick people to forget themselves. They 
are tempted to live in the consciousness of their 
wretched organs and miserable symptoms, and 
throw the shadows of their pains and pressures 
over every one with whom they come in contact. 
It is a glorious freedom to be lifted out of physical 
consciousness and a self-centred life. 

Then the Divine inflow which brings physical 
health always leaves a floodtide of spiritual bless- 
ing and a baptism of the Holy Ghost, which adds 
immeasurably to our spiritual life and power. 

There is another point that is overlooked. 
Natural health and strength has a tendency to 
find its appropriate exercise in natural and earthly 
things. The muscular energy that comes from our 
animal life loves to expend itself inthe gymnasium, 
the muscular contest, the dance, or the gratification 
of earthly desire and sordid passion. But the 
physical strength that comes from God reaches 
heavenward. It does not desire these things. It 
finds no pleasure in lust and drink, the dance and 
the game, but it loves to praise and serve the God 
from whom its strength has come, and pour out its 


‘life and fullness in His blessed employ. 


Then it goes farther in Christian work. The 
voice that comes to me from God reaches the hearts 
of men as my natural voice would not. The songs 
we sing in the strength of God speak to the soul as 
earth songs never can. The words we write when 
our fingers are employed by the Holy Spirit sink 
down in the human soul with a weight they cannot 
have whey mere physical force directs them. The 
visits that we make with the feet that He has 
strengthened produce results that mere natural 
strength could not claim, and the very grasp of the 
hand that God has thrilled with His touch inspires 
a thankful reflection of the power that it has 
received from faith, and transmits the heavenly 
touch to other hearts and hands. 

Truly, we may say for those we love, as we 
think of this, our two-fold life and the reciprocal 
influence of each part upon the other. “‘T pray 
above all things, that thou mayest be in health 
and prosper, even as thy soul prospereth.” 
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Christ’s 8 Return. 


BY STEPHEN MERRITT, 


8S the theme of the times. The thought of the 
church is concentrated here. The minds of the 
students of the Word are drawn in this direc- 
tion. There is an unfolding and an uplifting in 
progress that are developing men and women who 
have understanding of the times and are anxiously 
looking for and gladly expecting Christ’s return. 
As at His first appearing, wise men were watching 
and all men were expecting some great event to 
take place, so to-day all signs say, as all prophecy 
asserts, we are nearing the time of the end—the 
close of the age,—the coming of the Kingdom, and 
Christ’s return is imminent, There is a watching 
and waiting, a preparation and readiness, that is 
under the guidance of the Executive, doing much 
toward the necessary arrangements preparatory to 
the return of the world’s Owner and King. 

We are getting ready, filling our lamps with oil, 
putting on our marriage robes, cutting loose from 
worldly alliances, scattering abroad the light and 
the truth, and running with the message the globe 
around to evangelize the world in preparation for 
Christ’s return. Tho Church, the Bride, the Lamb's 
wife, is awaking from her slumbers, arousing from 
apathy and sleep and putting on her glorious, costly 
and clean apparel, getting ready for the nuptials for 
the marriage of the Lamb has come. 

Prophecy is being fulfilled in a marvelous man- 
‘uer. Centuries are being pressed in a few brief 
years~-the highways are being cast up—the stones 
outgathered, the obstacles removed. The middle 
walls of partition are falling, the church is becom- 
ing a garden (the fences removed) instead of a 
cemetery, and all things are getting in readiness for 
Christ’s return. 

This ig becoming an incentive for holy living, 
for blessed consecration, for unselfish service, for 
an enlargement of living faith and a devalopment 
of mental, physical and spiritual power that is 
gloriously delightful. 

As we look and prepare for His return, our 
upward gaze brings blessing and we live in the 
heavenlies, and are not of the earth, earthly. We 
labor in love for the speedy approach of the Sabbath 
of the Millennium ; and in the company of and in 
association with the Holy Ghost, we are engaged in 
house-cleaning, and in sweet preparation for the 
glorious appearing and blessed returning of our 
Lord Jesus. 








“This becor becomes the motive power of our life, and 
we really ‘‘love His appearing,” and study to see if 
these things be so, while our hearts burn within us 
as He talks with us by the way, and opens to us the 
Scriptures. This is the most gratifying theme of 
these latter days—the most enthusing, the most 
developing, the most blessed. 

What a transformation when He returns ! What 
a change, what a deliverance! No more sin, curse, 
night, tears, death. The adversary bound and we 
free. No wonder we pray, ‘‘Come, Lord Jesus, 
come quickly !” 
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Watching for His Coming. 





BY D. W. ALDRICH, 


HY is it that so little is written just now as 
to the importance of watching ? 
It is watching saints that are translated. 
Missions are calling for the hoarded wealth of 
Christendom. Sin-cursed wealth is already breed- 
ing calamities and unparalleled trouble. Fearful 
millionaires living in steel-plated palaces. Is the 
world growing safer and better? Blasphemous 
theosophy, or spiritualism, sweeping many of our 
good men off their feet. Good men feeling that 
they can do more for Christ outside of the sects. 
Rich men withdrawing from the churches when 
they discover that the sects are loosing their hold of 
the common people. 
The dreadful Antichrist is a tyrannical deceiver, 


and will have neither meat nor drink to give the 
people. Let no man believe or obey this enemy of 
(rod. There is a tremendous pressure from above, 


‘and the resistance from beneath shows no sign of 


The crisis is nearer than common 
thought accepts. We are studying the times of 
Joseph in the Sunday-school. Joseph was the 
seventh, last, and greatest man of the patriarchay 
age. Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Joseph. Witness the royalty of this line, as_com- 
pared with that descending from Cain ‘to Esau. 
There is a carnal aristocracy on which the woes of 
hell rest because they have gone in the way of 
Cain, ‘‘ They fare sumptuously every day, they are 
clothed in purple and fine linen.” “Ye cannot 
serve God and Mammon. ” Mammon and <Anti- 
christ are one. 

The error of the wicked is sweeping many into 
his ranks. Many are teaching the conversion of the 
world before Christ comes. This is unscriptural, 
the world shall be evangelized, the Gospel heard, 
and refused. The world is advancing with ever- 
acceler rating speed toward the dismal consumma- 
tion. ‘‘This present world is reserved unto fire 
against the day of judgment and perdition of un- 
godly men.” There isa willing ignorance of the 
truth of God. It is impending just the same. Don’t 
be foolish in the circumstances. Flee from this 
greenish plague of leprosy. 


lessening. 
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SCENE IN NORTHERN INDIA. 


India and Malaysia. 





VERY valuable volume bearing the above title 
has recently been written by Bishop J. M. 
_ Thoburn, of the Methodist Episcopal Mission, 


A 


India. 

Bishop Thoburn has been for thirty-three years 
a missionary in India, and has the confidence of all 
the mission workers in that country as a mission- 
ary of the broadest and most intelligent and prac- 
tical views, the largest catholicity of spirit and the 
most devoted zeal and energy. No foreign mission 
work has been more remarkably successful than 
the work under his care, especially during the past 
five years. . 

The writer had the privilege of seeing much of 
his work in North India, and also seeing something 
of the good Bishop himself during a few days spent 
at Singapore in 1893. . 

Bishop Thoburn is at present visiting this coun- 
try, and we trust he will have the widest oppor- 
tunities of speaking about the needs and claims of 
India, which he understands better, perhaps, than 
any other missionary in that land. 





We are very glad to call attention to his admir- 
able volume, published by Messrs. Cranston & 
Curts of Cincinnati. It contains much valuable 
statistical information respecting India, and is a 
sort of condensed encyclopoedia of the most ac- 
curate and recent facts respecting that country. 
Its views of mission work are intelligent, discrimi- 
nating, bold and liberal, and the picture it gives of 
that great mission field and missionary life in it 
ought to be studied by every intending missionary 
and every friend of India. 

We wish we could publish a number of its 
chapters, but space will only permit us to make a 
few extracts. The following paragraphs give a very 
clear and vivid picture of India and Malaysia :— 

India is not a conquered country held in subjec- 
tion by a distant European power, as Mexico was 
once held by Spain, or as Cochin China is held by 
France at.the present day, but, on the other hand, 


| isa great empire with a powerful government of 


itsown. Witha population greater than that of 
five ‘‘great powers” of Europe put together, with 
a revenue exceeding $350,000,000, with a foreign 
commerce worth $768,000,000 annually, with a 


| standing army 230,000 strong, more than two- 


thirds of which is composed of native soldiers, 
with a drilled police force of more than 150,000 
men, with a code of laws in many _ respects 
superior to those found on the statute books of 
European countries, and with courts of justice as 
impartial and as faithfully administered as any to 
be found in the world, India may well claim a place 
among the great empires of the present era. 

In his work on the ‘‘ Expansion of England,” 
Professor Seeley, of the University of Cambridge, 
called attention in a very striking paragraph to the 
common mistake made by persons in Hurope in as- 
suming that India had ever been conquered by the 
English, or that it was held in subjection by the 
British Government in any proper sense of the 
word. ; 

Tn all history no more extraordinary movement 


| has ever been witnessed than the organization and 


development of the great power now known as the 
Empire of India. Not only were the directors of 
the old East India Company utterly hostile to the 
idea of establishing any semblance of political 
power in India, but the first agents of the com- 
pany, if not equally opposed to such a project, 
would have regarded it as utterly impracticable 
had it been suggested to them. 

When the English leaders in India first began 
to make their conquests they-had no thought of 
subjugating any Asiatic power, but were really ani- 
mated by, hostile feelings towards the representa- 
tives of other European nations, who had settled 
near them and were commercially their rivals. It 
was this jealousy among Europeans, and not any 
designs upon the natives of India, which first pro- 
voked the wars during which the first’ foundation 
of English power was laid. Clive, Warren Hast- 
ings, and the other great leaders of the last 
century, were men who built more wisely than 
they knew. They were absolutely incapable of 
foreseeing to what gigantic proportions the political 
fabric which they hastily began to build would 
afterwards attain. 
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The people of India were successively subjuga- 
ted, not by foreigners, but for the most part 
their own countrymen, or, at least, by Indians of 
neighboring nationalities. 

The Indian Empire, as we see it to-day, is not 
the creation of the English nation, or of the Im- 
perial Government which sits in London, but is 


rather an empire built up by afew Englishmen in ' 


India. Their great work was begun without design, 
and from first to last carried on as if by the power 


| 


of an invisible destiny, rather than by the deliber- | 


ate purpose of the empire builders. 

Again and again, attempts were made to stay 
the march of events 
and put limits to the 
expansion of the 
empire, but all in 


found warring nations and tribes, discordant ele- 
ments of every kind, all India tossing like a troubled 
and stormy sea, and they proceeded to lay the hand 
of authority on one hostile power after another, 
until now, at last, all India rests in peace, and 
many millions of her middle-aged people have never 
seen a regiment of troops or, perhaps, even a single 
soldier. 

It may be said that frequent acts of injustice 
have marked the growth of the India Empire, that 
very often the innocent have suffered cruelly, and 
that, in many cases, a foreign domination has been 
set up over very unwilling subjects. This and 

much more must be 
granted; but that is 
but another way of 
saying that the em- 





vain. Even in very 


pire has been built 





recent years, the pol- 
icy has been  sol- 
emnly proclaimed of 


up in the midst of 
wars and Oriental 
rivalries. 








making no. more 
annexations, only to 
be followed by new 
accessions of terri- 
tory. 

How are we to 
explain this extra- 
ordinary phenome- 
non in history? If 
the founders and 
builders of the India 
Hmpire have not 
been crafty, ambi- 
tious and unscrupu- 
lous men, if their 
work has not been 
a work of deliberate 
design, how are we 
to explain their ex- 
traordinary success? 
The believer in 
Providence will say 
that God had, and 
still has, great and 
gracious designs in 
connection with this 
and all other great 
political changes, 
and that time will 
reveal His purposes; 
but, meanwhile, if we look carefully at the factors 
involved, we may see that the great result was only 
what might have been anticipated. The traditions 
and political institutions of England, the ideas which 
prevailed, the very character of the people, made it 
inevitable that a body of determined Englishmen, 
set down alone on a distant shore, and suddenly 
confronted with the most formidable responsibilt- 
ties, should have acted precisely as the founders of 
the India Empire did act. 

The English as a race have a genius for organ- 
ization, and they could not have remained in India 
and acted otherwise than as they have acted. The 
times were ripe for their coming, and they built 
with the materials which they found ready to their 
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hands. They never tried to conquer India, but they 


The English lead - 
ersin India have not 
all been — saintly 
men, but, on the 
other hand, they 
have not been worse 
than men of their 
class in other parts 
of the world. Tak- 
ing them asa whole, 
and viewing them 
as they have ap- 
peared during the 
past century, they 
do not suffer by 
comparison with 
any other body of 
Englishmen _ in of- 
ficial life. England 
herself has been 
built up into her 
present greatness, 
not without blood- 
shed, and amid 
scenes of cruelty 
and injustice such 
as no_ historian 
finds pleasure in 
portraying. 

The history of 
India has many a page which affords pain- 
ful reading to every ristian ; but when we 
take into consideration all the circumstances 
which surrounded the actors, whether foreign- 
ers or Indians, the marvel is that so little m- 
justice has marked the growth and progress of this 
great Eastern empire. 

The Government of the India Empire is admin- 
istered by a Governor-General, or, as he is now 
more commonly called, a Viceroy, who is assisted 
by a Council of six members. The Viceroy is ap- 
pointed by the Queen, and is usually chosen from 
the ranks of the nobility. Sir John Lawrence, after- 
ward Lord Lawrence, is the only instance during 
the present century in which an Indian civilian has 
been chosen for this high office. 
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The members of the Council are in reality mem- 
bers of the Viceroy’s Cabinet, and each one is a 
minister in charge of a department of the Govern- 
ment. Unlike the American Cabinet, these mem- 
bers of Council are not secretaries, but a secretary 
is connected with the department of each, without, 
however, having any voice ip the administration of 
the Government. 

The six departments over each of which a mem- 
ber of Council is placed are Finance, Commerce, 
Home, Military, Public Works, Legislative, and 
Revenue and Agriculture. The Secretary attached 
to each one of these departments holds a position 
somewhat analogous to that of an Under-Secretary 
of the Government in England. He prepares all 
the business of his department, and puts it before 
the Governor.Gen- 





that is done. As amatter of fact, the Council, 
whether executive or legislative, is an advisory body 
rather than one invested with independent powers. 

The meetings of the Legislative Council are 
always open to the public, but do not usually attract 
much interest. 

The Supreme Government has its seat nominally 
at Calcutta, but, as a matter of fact, spends only 
two or three months in that capital. Early in April 
the Viceroy, with all the members of his Council, 
secretaries of departments, goes up to Simla, a 
station in Northern India, on the spurs of the Him- 
alayas, and remains there until the middie or last 
of October. Simla thus becomes not only the 
summer capital of India, but in reality, is much 
more the real capital than Calcutta. 

When the Vice- 





eral or the member 
of Council in charge 
of his department, 
and is permitted to 
write an opinion ; 
but beyond this he 
has no authority 
whatever. 

The members of 
the Viceroy’s Coun- 
cil are appointed by 
the Crown, and 
usually hold their 
offices for five years. 
The Viceroy holds 
his office for the 
same term, but 
frequently,in recent 
years, Indian Vice- 
roys have resigned 
before serving their 
full term. Of the . 
six members of 
Council, three must 
have served in India 

at least ten years, 
and one of these 
must be a military 
officer. 

The acts of the 
Viceroy are official- 
ly termed Orders : 
of the Governor-General fin [Council; but, in 
addition to his Executive Council, there is what is 
commonly called the Legislative Council of India. 
This is composed of the Executive Council, with not 
less than six or more than twelve additional mem- 
bers, nominated by the Viceroy. Of these, one-half 
must be persons not holding offices under Govern- 
ment ; and of these again, some are always natives 
of India. Strictly speaking, there is but one Coun- 
cil, which sometimes meets for executive and 
sometimes for legislative purposes; and in the 
latter capacity it has a larger membership than in 
the former. 

It will be noticed that the official element in the 
Council has such a preponderence that there is no 
possibility of the Government ever being left in the 
minority ; and even if such a contingency were to 
occur, the Viceroy has an absolute veto upon all 














roy sets out on his 
return to Calcutta, 
he nearly always 
turns out of his way 
to pay visits to im- 
portant places in 
India; and in this 
way it frequently 
happens that muc 
of the cold season is 
occupied, so that 
Calcutta sees very 
little of the Queen’s 
representative. 

The whole Em- 
pire of India is un- 
equally subdivided 
into provinces and 
districts, some of 
them almost of im- 
perial extent, while 
others are very 
small. At first, un- 
der the old Hast 
India Company, 
there were three 
Governors,—one at 
Calcutta, one at 
Madras, and a third 
at Bombay. One 


RANVAN TRER IN ROYAL, BOTANICAL, GARDENS, CALCUTTA. of these at an 


early day, was made 
Governor-General, and as the empire extended 
its area from time to time, additional provinces 
have been set apart under Lieutenant-Governors, 


| in Bengal, the North-west Provinces, and the 
| Punjab, 


The original title of Governor has not been 
taken away from the temporary rulers of Madras 
and Bombay, and a legislative council, similar to 
the one attached to the Supreme Government, is 
allowed to each of these officials. These two Gov- 
ernors are also appointed by the Crown, and conse- 
quently take a little higher rank than the Lieuten- 
ant-Governors, although the latter are, as a matter 
of fact, intrusted with greater responsibilities, and, 
perhaps it might be added, are usually abler men, 
owing to the fact that they are chosen directly 
from the Indian Civil Service, and are not untried 
men sent out from England. 
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The Governor of Madras rules over 35,500,000 
subjects, the Governor of Bombay over 18,800,000, 
while the Lieutenant-Governor of the Northwest 
Provinces has nearly 47.000,000 under his jurisdic- 
tion, the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, 
20,800,000, and the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
very nearly 71,000,000 within the limits of his 
province. It will thus be seen that while the Gov- 
ernor of Bombay outranks the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal in his official standing, his responsibility 
is trifling when compared with that of the latfer. 

Next to these Governorships and Lieutenant- 
Governorships, another class of subordinate rulers, 
called Chief Commissioners, is found. There are 
at present three of these in India, one in charge of 
a large district in Central India, known politically 
as the Central Provinces, with a population of 
10,761,000 ; another in charge of Assam, with 
5,400,000 people under him; and another in the 
more important post of Chief Commissioner of 
Burmah, with a population of about 7,500,000 
under him. In addition to these, there are three 


Commissioners in charge of small and unimportant | 


districts, which, for special reasons, have never 
been merged into the larger provinces. A Chief 
Commissioner does not differ much from a Lieuten- 
ant-Governor, excepting in official rank and the 
amount of salary. 

Going on down the scale, the next subdivision 
which we find is the district. The whole of India 
js divided into 235 districts. A number of these 
are usually grouped together, with a Commissioner 
appointed as a kind of general - supervisor over 
them ; but in each district, an official, known in 
different parts of the country by the titles of Col 
lector, Senior Magistrate, or Deputy Commissioner, 
is placed in charge, and for all practical purposes is 
the immediate ruler of the district. 

This official, as has been often pointed out, is 
the real administrator of the Government. He is, 
as a matter of fact, within his own little realm, 
very much what the ancient Rajah was to the 
people ; and although the District Judge nominally 
holds a higher rank and draws a higher salary, he 
is always a person of much less official importance 
to the people than the district officer. 

The 285 officials who have charge of these dis- 
tricts are hard-working, and, as a body, able men; 
and upon them, perhaps more than upon any 
others, depend the welfare of the people and the 
peace and prosperity of the empire. Their juris- 
diction varies in different parts of the country. In 
one or two cases, a district officer rules over a ter- 
ritory 14,000 square miles in extent, while others 
have less than 1,000 within their jurisdiction. 
Some of these districts contain a population of not 
more than 250,000, while others rise as high as 
3,000,000, The general average of the population 
of each district throughout the whole of the em- 
pire is about 800,000. 

It will thus be seen that the district officer is an 
official upon whom more responsibility rests than 
upon the average American Governor. The Gov- 
ernor of an ordinary American State has, as a mat- 
ter of fact, but very little real responsibility, 


whereas the administrator of an Indian district | 


holds nearly all the interests of the people in the 
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hollow of his hand, and, in the nature of the case, 
must be a power for good or evil throughout the 
whole of his administration. 

Among the many mistakes which Europeans 
and Americans make in thinking of India, is to as- 
sume that it is an uncivilized country, without the 
benefits of a well-recognized code of laws. Both 
the Hindus and Mohammedans have always given 
much attention to their laws, and when the Eng- 
lish took over the provinces, one after another, 
they followed the invariable custom of leaving the 
people in the undisturbed exercise of all their 
religious, domestic, and social customs, including 
obedience to their respective legal codes. This wise 
tolerance, however, can only be allowed within cer- 
tain limits. 

The Hindu and Mohammedan are alike undis- 
turbed in the laws of inheritance, religion, mar- 
riage and divorce, and social regulations generally. 
But wherever any question arises which affects the 
followers of all religions alike, it is necessary to 
have a common code to which there can be an 
equal appeal from all parties. Hence the Indian 
Government, at an early period, began to give at- 
tention to the subject of providing a good code of 
laws for the empire; and in 1834, no less a man 
than Lord Macaulay was sent out to India as legal 
member of the Governor-General’s Council, for the 
express purpose of framing a penal code for the use 
of the Government of India. He did his work well, 
although many years passed before the code which 
was prepared by him was formally sanctioned and 
made applicable to all India. For twenty-two 
years it was neglected or postponed from time 
to time; but at last, in 1860, after successive 
revisions by able men, it became law, and in 1861, 
it was followed by a code of criminal procedure. 

Sir James Stephens, well known as one of the 
ablest writers on legal subjects in England, has pro- 
nounced this code to be “ by far the best system of 
criminal law in the world.” The same writer adds 
thaf ‘ it is practically impossible to misunderstand 
the penal code; no obscurity or ambiguity worth 
speaking of has been discovered in it.” It has been 
said that a few generations hence, of all his remark- 
able writings, this code of laws will be accepted as 
the most enduring monument to the fame of Lord 
Macaulay. 

Since 1860, the Legislative Council of India has, 
from time to time, enacted many wise laws, as 
necessity has seemed to call for them ; and recently 
it has been said by Sir Henry Maine that ‘‘ British 
India is in possession of a set of codes which 
approach the highest standard of excellence which 
this species of legislation has reached. In form, in- 
telligibility, and comprehensiveness, the India code 
stands against all competition.” 

The laws of India are administered by courts of 
justice, perhaps as impartial, if not as able, as any 
to be found in England or America. At Bombay, 
Madras, Calcutta, and Allahabad, high courts have 
been established, to which appeals can be made 
from subordinate judges, magistrates, or other 
judicial officers. These courts have also the power 
of ordering the proceedings of any subordinate 
court to be sent up for revision—a rule which is not 
infrequently acted upon, and which exerts a most 
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healthy influence upon all the magistrates, of the 
country. It would be too much to say that all the 
petty magistrates of India are above suspicion ; but 
charges of bribery against judges and all magis- 
trates in high position are very seldom heard or 
even thought of. This remark applies to Indian 
judges and magistrates quite as much as to Euro- 
peans. 

A few years ago, when a fierce feeling of antag- 
onism had been stirred up, owing to an issue being 
unfortunately put before the public as to whether 
Wuropeans should be tried by native magistrates, 
many writers, heated by tbe controversy of the 
hour, made charges against the probity of native 
magistrates ; but, I think, in a cooler moment every 
candid European in India will be ready to admit 
that the average Indian magistrate is a man of in- 
tegrity, who tries to render imp&rtial justice to 
those who come before him. 


This very brief sketch of the Indian Government | 


would be incomplete without explaining the rela- 
tion of the Viceroy and his Council to the British 
Parliament and Crown. This relation, at every 
point, is theoretically one of absolute subordination, 
although, as a matter of fact, not only a Viceroy, 
but all his subordinates down to the district 
officers, enjoy a measure of freedom which allows 
them to administer their affairs with all proper 
vigor. : 

Bi the days of the East Indian Company, the 
Governor-General was subordinate to the Directors 
of the Company in London ; and when the govern 
ment of India was transferred to the Crown, an ar- 
rangement somewhat similar to this was made, by 
which a Secretary of State for India was provided 


for, with a Council of fifteen members, a majority | 


of whom must have served in India for ten years. 
This Secretary with his Council in London corre- 
sponds in many respects to the Viceroy and his 
Council in India. The Secretary, like the Viceroy, 
is not absolutely bound by the action of his Council, 
but he wields his great power very moderately. 
He can veto any measure enacted by the Govern- 
ment of India, and can also take the initiative in 
any measure which the Imperial Government 
might wish the Viceroy to carry out. 


It may seem, at first glance, that such an 


arrangement would seriously hamper and weaken 
the administration in India, but such is not the 
case. In recent years it has happened once or twice 
that the Viceroy found the instructions of the 
Home Government such as he did not wish to exe- 
cute; but differences of this kind only arise under 
peculiar circumstances, and have not been at all 
frequent. 
Viceroy is the actual ruler of India. 

In speaking of India, a distinction must always 
be drawn between what is strictly British India 


and those native States which still retain a greater , 
or less degree of independence, and are ruled by 


their own hereditary princes. These are usually 
called Feudatory States, and number ‘‘ several 
hundreds.” 

It would seem from the loose way in which all 
writers speak of these States that more or less 
doubt exists in the case of some of them as to 
whether they should be classed under British rule, 


To all practical intents and purposes the 1 











or regarded as, in some vague sense, independent. 
Many of them are epaien iflednit, both in territorial 
extent and in financial and political importance. 
Only twelve contain a million inhabitants. 

The largest of these is Hyderabad, with a popu- 
lation of about ten millions, and the next Mysore, 
with a population of four millions. The name, 
“ feudatory,” has come into common use in recent 
years, and defines pretty accurately their relation 
to the Supreme Government of India. 

The only native State within the territorial 
limits of India proper, which is in any real state 
independent, is Nepaul, a large kingdom occupying 
a part of the Himalayas, with some of the adjacent 
lowlands, east of Oudh and Northern Bengal. For 
some reason the Indian Government has made a 
special concession to this native power, which, 
however, has always maintained a semi-Chinese 
exclusiveness ; and although it is certain that no 
ruler of Nepaul would be allowed to disturb the 
general peace of the empire, yet so long as no 
trouble is given to outside parties, the Nepaulese are 
left to themselves. 

The Feudatory States are scattered over North, 
Central and Southern India, and differ very much 
both in the character of the people and of their 
rulers 

Some of the Indian Princes are intelligent, culti- 
vated men, and make good rulers ; but this remark 
by no means applies to the majority of them. 

The traditional policy of the Indian Government 
has been for the Viceroy to apl oint a British 
“Resident,” an officer of high rank, who resides at 
the capital of the Indian prince, and not only dis- 
charges the duties of a minister at court, but acts 
also as an adviser in behalf of the Indian Govern- 
ment of the prince to whose court he is accredited. 
This Resident has the whole power of the Indian 
Government at his back, and consequently the 
temptation is always a very strong one for him to 
give his advice in a tone which is more or less 
authoritative, and which, it is easy to believe, often 
becomes irritating. 

When the native prince is a man of dissolute 
character, as happened in the case of the last king 
of Oudh, and more recently in that of the ruler of 
the State of Baroda, he may wholly disregard the 
advice of the Resident, in which case the relations 
between them becomes so strained as sooner or 
later to call for interference on the part of the 
Viceroy. If the prince gives way, and actually 
corrects the abuses which were pointed out to him, 
allis well; if not, the Viceroy may hesitate for a 
season, but, when the emergency becomes urgent, 
does not shrink from deposing the prince and put- 
ting a successor on the throne. 

Before the Mutiny the usual policy was to annex 
such a State to British territory, but that policy has 
been abandoned, and probably will not be resumed. 
It is true, Burmah has been recently annexed, but 
the circumstances were very exceptional. Not only 
had the prince proved himself utterly incapable, 
but grave fears were entertained that another 
European power might gain access to the country 
if it were not annexed. 

The total population of the Feudatory States, 
by the last census, is 64,123,230. Opinions differ 
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very widely as to the soundness of the policy of 
maintaining these semi-independent States scat- 
tered about in different parts of the great India 
Empire. Some able men have maintained that it 
would have been better if they had all been swept 
away long years ago, and the whole empire placed 
under a single administration, with the same laws 
and usuages in operation from one extremity of the 
country to the other. Others, again, regard these 
States as invaluable, not only to the Indian Govern- 
ment, but to the best possible development of the 
empire and improvement of the people. Beyond 
all doubt, they have proved a bulward in time of 
danger to the British power in India. 

When the great Mutiny brought on a crisis such 
as had never before confronted the India Govern- 
ment, the rulers of these States, with scarcely an 
exception, stood loyally by the imperilled English 
power, wisely foreseeing that the overthrow of 
the English in India meant that many of them 
must share the fate of the falling empire. This 
fact alone would probably suffice to make the policy 
of retaining these States in their present condition 
permanent ; but, aside from this, there are other 
reasons why they should be maintained, if not ex- 
actly in their present form, at least under a purely 
Indian administration. 

They serve as training schools for India states- 
men such as cannot, under existing circumstances, 
be found in British India. Young men who are 


natives of India may sometimes rise to very prom- . 


inent positions in Bombay or Calcutta, both social 
and official ; but they can never find such a career 
in either of those cities as is open to them in some 
of the native capitals. A Bengali has for years 
occupied a seat upon the Supreme Bench of the 
Calcutta High Court ; but this is a poor prize to be 
won in comparison with that of being Prime Min- 
ister at one of the native courts. When it is re- 
membered that all India is, or ought to be, a great 
training-school for the people of the land, the value 
of these Feudatory States to the rising youth of the 
country can hardly be overestimated. 

On the other hand, it must be frankly admitted 
that their Government is, in many instances, very 
unsatisfactory. Roads and public works of every 
kind are neglected, oppression often becomes ver 
grievous, and the intolerable abuses with which all 
Asiatic countries have long been familiar are toler- 
ated in open day. This must be conceded ; but to 
all this the apologist of the Feudatory States will 
reply that the people seem to love to have it so. 
Any one who thoroughly understands human 
nature can believe this to be possible. Men love 
good government, no doubt, in all parts of the 
world, and the poor are fond of protection and jus- 
tice ; but nevertheless it must be conceded by every 
one who understands, not merely the people of 
India, but the great human family of which he 
himself is a member, that ordinary human beings 
would rather be governed unjustly by their own 
rulers than have their affairs administered with 
justice by strangers. 

With few exceptions, writers on India have 
taken the position that the India of today can 
never become a homogeneous empire, and perma- 
nently take its place as such among the great 








powers of the world. In one of his great speeches 
on India, John Bright is reported to have said that 
no man, with even a ‘glimmering of common 
sense,” could look upon such a result as a possible 
contingency of the future; and this remark has 
been quoted with approval by Sir John Strachey, 
who has a thorough knowledge of India, both past 
and present. Nevertheless, I,venture to take a 
place in the ranks of the small minority who look 
upon the Empire of India as a permanent factor in 
the final adjustment which is to be made among the 
great powers of the earth. 

Geographically, India was made in the first 
place to be the home of one great nation and He 
who marks out the boundaries of all human habita- 
tions certainly seems to be conducting the people to. 
the very destiny which leading statesmen of the 
present day prdhounce a permanent impossibility. 

It is true that India is divided into many diverse 
nationalities, that her people speak many different 
languages, and that race antipathies and religious 
differences are as sharply defined within the bounds 
of the empire as anywhere else in the world. Added 
to this, all the traditions of the people seem to point 
in the direction opposite to final imperial union 
under a single government, while the caste divisions 
of the people, which have so Jong paralyzed all ten- 
dencies toward union, are not only powerfully felt 
at the present day, but are believed by many 
to be inseparable from the very instincts of the 
people. 

But, on the other hand, new influences are at 
work which have never been felt before. The 
bonds of caste are certainly growing weaker, while 
the people are being drawn together, not only by 
the influence of the English education common 
alike to all, but by common political interests, 
which are appreciated in precisely the same way by 
all the educated classes of the empire. Added to 
this is a consideration which hardly any writer on 
the subject seems to have thought it worth while 
even to mention; India is destined to become a 
Christian empire, and, before many generations, 
will have only one religion. 

When that great change takes place, an active, 
vigorous Christianity will do more in a century to 
weld all the diverse peoples of the peninsula into 
one great nation than all other influences combined 
have done in the past thousand years. 

During a residence of more than thirty years in 
the country, I have distinctly noticed among the 
more intelligent classes a slowly-evolving but 
steadily-growing feeling of Indian nationality ; and 
looking at the question purely as one of probabili- 
ties, I do not hesitate for a moment to express my 
opinion strongly in favor of the permanency of the 
empire. 

This remark is made without any reference 
whatever to the permanency of English rule. This 
phase of the subject will be discussed at greater 
length in another chapter. For the present, suffice 
it to say that the only thing which can prevent 
India from taking her place among the great 
empires of the world before the lapse of many cen- 
turies, possibly before the lapse of many genera- 
tions, would be the premature withdrawal of the 
English power from the country. 
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Meetings at Springfield, Mass. 


THR FRIENDS af Springfield will hold a three- 
days’ convention at Shiloh Chapel, June 27-29 
inclusive, 
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Cleveland Correspondence. 





CLEVELAND, OnI9, May 25, 1894. 
To the Editor of the Alliance: 


E at Cleveland, Ohio, whom the dear Lord 
has called to walk in the sweet conscious- 
ness of His abiding Presence, have in the 

past week experienced a blessed fulfillment of that 
wonderful promise recorded in John xiv: 26, and 
in return for all the blessings received by us in 
having this promise fulfilled in our very midst, we 
can only express our thanks to Him in the beauti- 
ful words of the 103d Psalm. 

-Our hearts are overflowing with love and praise 
to Him, arousing in us a holy zeal and enthusiasm 
to go forth and proclaim these glorious and blessed 
truths that have done so much for us ‘‘ whereof we 
are glad,” to the many around us that know 
not Him and the power of His resurrection ; and 
also the sending forth to some foreign land a soul 
filled with the Holy.Ghost, to represent us in 
making known these truths, the spreading of which 
will hasten the second coming of our dear ‘‘ Ishi,” 
the Bridegroom of our waiting and expectant souls. 

The Ohio Christian Alliance Convention opened 
at Cincinnati, May 9th, and then at Columbus, May 
12th. After a blessed time at these two points, the 
workers divided into three bands, one party going 
to Findlay, the other two remaining at Cincinnati 
and Columbus. The Findlay Convention, like 
those at Cincinnati and Columbus, was one of 
power and blessing, the dear Spirit manifesting 
His Presence in a wonderful and marked manner, 
by the healing of the sick, and the setting at liber- 
ity souls longing to know the blessing of the full 
ness of the enjoyment of a personal and indwelling 
Christ. Eternity will reveal the result of the con- 
ventions held at these points, and yet we are already 
seeing some of the practical results manifested in 
the walk and conversation of those who have at- 
tended and received blessings from the same. 

The delegation of workers at Findlay, after 
closing the Convention at that place, came on to 
Cleveland and opened the Convention on May 16th. . 





Brothers Kerr, Kirk, Kingman and Myland consti- 
tuting the workers that came on from Findlay. 
On May 17th, Brother Kingman, returned mis- 
sionary from the Soudan, gave an address in the 
morning, afternoon and evening, and the Holy 
Ghost in power sent the message home to the hearts 
of his hearers, especially the address in the after- 
noon on I Cor. xii., when the Lord revealed to us 
that we may not all have the leading gifts, of 
teaching, healing, etc., but the gifts of help were 
for all, and if we are faithful in the fulfilling of the 
duties required of us, as a help, God will reward us 
as liberally and largely as those who are faithful in 
the performance of the duties involved in the 
higher gifts, and that each and every one, if in 
God’s order, are carrying out the decree of His will 
in the upbuilding of His Kingdom that will be for 
His own glory. 

May 18th, saw dear Stephen Merritt filled with 
the Holy Ghost. How the dear Lord moved the 
people while he was speaking in the morning, after- 
noon and evening sessions! The truth as it is in 
Jesus came home with power, and a great search- 
ing of hearts was the result, and many souls ac- 
cepted their personal Saviour and Sanctifier during 
these sessions. 

Brother Merritt seemed carried away while ex- 
horting the people to break the chain that held 
them captive, like the chained eagle he saw at St. 
Louis, and soar away up beyond the world and its 
attractions like the eagle in all his glory, he saw 
soaring over mountain tops above the clouds in 
Alaska. In moving his hands and arms ta repre- 
sent the motion of the eagle’s wings, he acknowl- 
edged to his audience, that if it were not for the 
fact of having his boots on, he would be gone, and 
surely his face bespoke the blessed and happy con- 
dition of his spirit. God bless him! He has many 
friends in Cleveland. : 

May 19th and 20th, the meetings saw our dear 
Brother Simpson, Mrs. Simpson and Miss Shepard. 
God gave Mr. Simpson a wonderful power, and the 
truth presented during the last two days uf the 
Convention has sunk deep into many hearts that 
will spring up and bear much fruit to the glory of 
God. The practical thought taken from Johni: 
2. 3, preached on Sunday morning, was very blessed. 
We saw very clearly how every child of Israel came 
over Jordan into Canaan—the Land of Rest, but 
only Caleb and Joshua, representing the faithful 
ones came into the blessings of Hebron and Tim. 
nath-serah. This thought set forth before us God’s 
desire to reward and bestow the very best on all 
His children, if they will only stand the test. 
Salvation brings us into Canaan. Overcoming (see 
Rev. iii: 21), brings us into the blessing of power 














fC 





AND FOREIGN MISSIONARY WEEKLY. 631 








and glory. May the dear Spirit lay this thought | 
heavy on all our hearts, so that it may not be laid 
aside, and the heart occupied with that which God 
does not desire us tc have! 

During the evening session there were many 


hearts moved to tears, as the wants and difficulties ; 


of those living in distant lands, who are living 
without God and the hope of a blessed and ind well- 
ing Christ, were séet forth. If we could only be- 
hold it we would be aroused to an energy that 
would accomplish much before this century closes, 
in sending means and missionaries to these poor 
lost creatures who are of the same flesh and blood 
as we are ourselves. 

At the close of the convention many young 
people signified their willingness to go forth as 
missionaries, if the Lord should call them to go. 

Miss Shepard sang very sweetly some beautiful 


songs during the convention, and also spoke to the ; 


young people on Lord’s Day evening, exhorting 
them to have Jesus indwelling in their hearts, then 
any desire they might have for the world will go, 
for they will have something so much better, and 
will have a bosom Friend that ‘“sticketh closer 
than a brother.” 

Dear Brothers Kerr and Kirk led the meetings 
in singing, and also took charge of the testimony 
meetings, which were very blessed, many testify- 
ing of the wonderful blessings received, both to 
their bodies and souls, during these conventions. 

A remarkable scene occurred during one of these 
testimony meetings. A violent storm passed over 
the city of Cleveland. Hail-stones fell, some of 
which weighed four and five ounces and were two 
and ahalf and three inches square. The noise of 
them falling upon the roof was very loud. Many 
jumped to their feet, praising God and exhorting 
each other to look and wait with patience for the 
soon coming of our Lord, which, in the minds of 
some, these peculiar storms indicated ; some moved 
by curiosity left the room to witness the falling 
hail. : 

Dear Brother Myland observing this, reminded 
the brethren that if the Lord had then come some 
hearts would have been occupied with the storm 
and not Him, and might, perhaps, have been left 
while we who were occupied with Him would have 
been gathered up to meet Him in the air. It be- 
hoves us to have our hearts and minds continually 
dwelling on Him, and then come when He may we 
will hear the trumpet sound, and will be changed 
and be caught up to be forever with the Lord. 
Amen! Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come quickly ! 
is the prayer of 

. Yours in His ‘everlasting love 

Gro. B. ALLDRIDGE. 
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‘The Work of the New York Bible Society. 

THis VERY impor tant work i is being quietly done 
in the city of New York. This Society has divided 
up the city into about one hundred districts, and 
about ten months’ canvassing has been done. Over 
3,500 houses have been visited, and 5,410 Protest- 
ant families were found to be without a copy of the 
Bible. 

The hospitals have been visited, and many soci- 
eties, such as the King’s Daughters, Working Girls’ 
Clubs, etc., have been notified that in their mis- 
sionary Visiting, all families who had not received a 
Bible, would be furnished one, by simply sending 
name and address to the New York Bible Society, 
Room 66, Bible House. 

During the past year, 3,046 vessels, sailing 
under ten different flags, were supplied with 6,789 
volumes. 

During the past year, 48,825 volumes were 
given to immigrants, and during one month— 
March, 1894,—4,443 Bibles and Testaments were 
distributed, in twenty languages. 
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Alliance Notes. 








Rev. Mr. Henck writes that the work in Florida 
and South Carolina, has been very much blessed of 
God. The people in Egleston Heights, wish to offer 
a ten-acre grove to hold a midwinter Conven- 
tion. 

In Aitken, the Presbyterian Church was opened 
for meetings, and a deep work was begun there. 
Also, the First Baptist Church of Charleston, was 
offered for meetings. 

The work in Washington, as “well as in other 
smaller towns, has been greatly quickened in inter- 
est, and numbers have been brought into the full 
light of God. 


Mr. M. E. D. Hitt, of Keppel, N. J., writes to 
tell us of a new Rescue Mission which has been 
opened in that place, and wishes to praise the 
Lord for the wonderful leadings and the blessing 
that seem to crown it. 


Bisnor THoRURN and Rev. Tr. Benni Shipham, 
D.D., President of the Wesleyan Conference, ar- 
rived at New York on the steamer “Paris.” on 
Saturday. 

Bishop Thoburn will attend the Deacons’ Con- 
vention at Chicago, during the first week of the 
meeting. 


AN EXCHANGE tells us that Mrs. Amanda Smith, 
who is in England at this time, has been obliged to 
cancel her engagements on account of illness from 
rheumatism and sore throat. She expects to re- 
turn to America in August. 





632 THE CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 











t CHILDREN’S CORNER. ¢ | 


eS EOE ET TT 














Blossoms of the King’s Garden. 





PHILADELPHIA, May 17, 1894. 
Dear Editor of the Alliance : 

Through your kindness, I would like to tell the : 
“Blossoms of the King’s Garden,” that I received a 
letter from Miss Mary Goss, Akola, India, telling us 
that the Blossoms have a young girl assigned to 
them for support. She was homeless because she 
was put out of school on account of her father dy- 
ing with leprosy. When Miss Goss heard of it she 
sent for her, and as there was need of a girl to help 
teach the little ones, she seemed to fit right in the 
place. She has a home and at the same time is 
making herself useful in the Lord’s work. 

She is a native Christian and has been doing 
well in the short time of her stay at the Orphanage. | 
She came there in January. Her name is Suc- * 
bhaktibai ; is fifteen years old, and Miss Gossthinks 
she will be a good Bible woman when she gets old 
enough. Her mother is a Bible woman. Several 
of the children and Sucbhaktibai were sick with 
fever when Miss Goss wrote, but they were all 
trusting the Lord for their body. Sucbhaktibai had 
the offer of the doctor’s aid, but she preferred to | 
trust the Lord entirely. 

Now I trust that all the Blossoms will realize , 
that Sucbhaktibai is our sister in the Lord Jesus, | 
and our representative in India. While the most 
of us would love to go to India and teach the little 
children about Jesus, we cannot go because He 
wants us to stay here at present, so we have great 
reason now to praise God for giving usa sister in 
India, who can do ever so much better there for us, 
than we could do. One of the Blossoms, six years ' 
old, said, while she was packing up some little fur- 
niture among her playthings, to send to the heathen 
children, that if her mamma was dead when she ; 
became a big lady, she would go to a heathen coun- 
try and be a mamma to five heathen children, and 
tell them about Jesus. I know she will be glad | 
when she reads this, to know that Sucbhaktibai is : 
doing that very work for us there, while we do all 
we can here to tell others of the work that is to he 
done, and is waiting for us. 

While each Blossom prays for one of the little 
missionaries, I hope that all the Blossoms will | 
remember Sucbhaktibai in their prayers as their 
own sister, and that the dear Lord may keep her 
and teach her all Himself and use her mightily. 

Fannie Fairbanks, of North Brookfield, Mass., a 
girl seventeen years of age, joined sixteen months 
ago, and in that time has taken in forty members in 
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that place, with whom she corresponds and holds 
meetings on Saturday afternoon, teaching them 
the Sunday school Lesson and such news as she gets 
from the mission-fields abroad. She says that her 
meetings are very small, but good; and some are 
much interested. She also has a branch in 
Worcester, of seven members, and the Lord help- 
ing her she expects to start several other branches 
in towns near by. Since she started this little 
work, she has been much annoyed with the ten- 
dency of doing things for her own glory, to have 
people think well of her, and see that she was a 
good little worker ; but, at the same time, she knew 
that this was wrong, and she meant to do it all for 
Jesus’ sake and to the glory of God. 

She told me about it a few weeks ago and said 
she had prayed many times to the dear Lord to take 
away that evil tendency, but it kept worrying her. 


: She has committed it to the Lord now and forever. 
; Let us praise God for one so young who knows the 
_ difference between working for self-glory and 


God's glory. 

How many people get. gray headed before they 
learn what this young worker has learned! And 
many die while working for self-glory, and their 
work is as wood, hay and stubble; and when the 
Day comes to declare it by fire, it will be burned, 
for then the work will be tried of what sort it is. 

T hope the Blossoms who read this will read and 
study well I. Cor. iii: 11 to 15, so they may lay the 


' good foundation which is Jesus Christ, and that 


their work may be as gold, silver and precious 
stones. 

This young girl has also started a band called 
the ‘‘ Buds of Promise,”’ the little baby friends and 
sisters and brothers of the Blossoms are prayed for, 
and the Blossoms are to be kind to them and show 
them how to become good Blossoms. The rest of 


: us have joined in this work so we have quitea 


band of sweet little Buds. 

Since our last letter many have joined. Madge 
Bond who is praying for Ruth Garrison. Mariam 
Avederian of Harpoot, Turkey, Asia, is praying for 
Allie Garrison. Mariam is a native of Asia and is 
supported by Fannie Fairbanks, of North Brook- 
field, Mass. She has joined our band. Mamie 
Redeman and Clara Hones for Ruth Krupp; Mary 
‘Weatherbee and Elenor Bliss for May Simmons ; 
Frank, Willie, Pearl and Norman Grubbs are pray- 
ing for Jean Fuller. Cora Cutty, Albert H. San- 
derson, and Mildred Barrows are also praying for 
Jean Fuller. Charlotta Bell, Ida Kinsley, Nellie 
K. Knight. Mable L. Barrows, are praying for Lucia 
Fuller; Harold B. Prentice for George Fuller ; 


| Ralph A. Lane and Harold Lane for Ralph Lus- 
? cumb in Kingston, Jamaica, W. I., and for Karl 


Metberg. . 

So the Blossoms, the Buds, the little mission- 
aries, the natives abroad who live in the light and 
the natives in darkness are all connected by the 
love of Jesus who died for all that we might live ; 
and we can expect much from them if the Lord 
tarries. 

Yours in His Name, 
Mary A. ‘Kirst. 
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Jehovah Rophi. 





ESS than three years ago I first heard of 
L Divine healing. I had believed that | 
there were occasionally cases of healing 
by faith—faith cures—and had experienced 
such healing myself about five years ago. 
When the subject of healing through the 
atonement was brought to my notice, I gave 
it such thought and examination as I could, 
and was convinced that it was true, that 
Jesus in His death purchased for our bodies 
healing and for our spirits rest, as well as 
for our souls salvation. 

December 3. 1891, I was anointed for heal- 
ing, and immediately received a blessing, 
being relieved from the effects of la grippe ' 
which had clung to me almost ayear, 1 
was 4lso cured of a spinal disease caused by 
an injury when a child, I gave my body 
unreservedly to the keeping of the Lord, as 
lhad given my soul more than thirty years 
before. My faith was soon tested, for in less 
than two weeks I was attacked suddenly and 
very violently with de grippe of the pneu- 
monia type. No remedy was used but 
prayer. Many times my hushand coming 
to my room would find me suffering greatly. 
He would kneel and pray for my relief, and 
1 was always helped, sometimes instantly. 
in two weeks I was entirely recovered. 

As months passed I found that the Lord 
was strengthening and helping me wonder- 
fully, so that instead of being, the semi- 
invalid T had been much of the time for 
years, I was a strong, well woman. At 
varions times some ailment, more or less 
severe, would come upon me, but I was 
never tempted to use a remedy. I always 
felt that the Lord was my Healer, and to 
Him I would go for relief, often receiving it 
justantly. 

September 23, 1882, I fell, striking my) 
side very heavily on a broad curb, breaking 
the first connected rib from the spine, frac- 
turing the same rib in front and fracturing 
the floating ribs at the side, After he had 
gotten me in the house, my hushand asked : 
“ Shall I go for the doctor?”’ I said, ‘‘No, 
the Lord can heal me.’? When he had; 
prepared me for bed, he tried to ascertain 
the extent of the injury, He pushed the 
broken rib in, hearing it grit against the 
stub as it passed, and put his fingers around 
the end of the stub. By this time I was so ° 
faint that I sank on my knees by the bed. 
My husband knelt by me and asked the 
lord to healme. I then prayed for myself, ' 
asking Him to “take me into His repair: 
shop and mend me up,” feeling sure that 
He who had made the bones and tissues of 
my body could also mend them. I felt con- ; 
fident that He would do it, I did not ex- 





i came back again. 


pect instantaneous healing, but that it would 


i be greatly hastened, and it was. 


The injury was received Friday night, the 
a3d, and on Monday, the 26th, I felt the 
stinging and tingling of the knitting of the 
bone of the broken rib. This knitting ceased 
the next day, the fourth day after the injury, 
and the rib has been entirely well ever 


since. In the afternoon of that day a prayer- | 


service for me was held by a few friends in 
Los Angeles, among whom was our sainted 
Brother Hervey. That evening when I 
heard of this prayer-service, I said, ‘‘ That 
is the reason I have felt so much better 
since this afternoon.’’ The healing of the 
fractures was slower, and the bruising caused 
by the fall was severe. . 

On the nineteenth day after the accident, 
I went to a meeting of the Christian Alliance 
at Los Angeles, I was quite exhausted 
when J got there. When the time came for 
the anointing service, I went forward and 
was anointed, being much strengthened im- 
mediately and I believe the injuries were 
entirely healed then. 

The Lord is still wonderfully blessing and 
keeping me. With one of old I can say: 
“Tknow that my Redeemer lives,” and I 
know that my Redeemer is my Healer. 

Blessed be His holy name forever. 


Mrs. ALICE M. AYERS. 
* Glendale, Cal. 


My Testimony. 





Emaus, Pa. 
HAVING PROMISED the Lord if He would 
heal me again I would let others know it, 


and thereby be a benefit to others, to take | 


hold of God for bodily healing, as well as 
soul healing. 

Having been healed by the dear Lord of 
an extreme case 
catarrh in 1883; and after having had phy- 
sicians for years, and all unable to give any 
permanent benefit, He healed me the second 
time of an extreme case of inflammatory 


two months, and unable to shift position, 
except by personal aid of others, and at- 


i tacking my heart so violently as to give me 


the impression that a strong force was being 
nsed to force it down out of my breast, T 
was anointed and prayer was offered in 
March, 1888, and was soon after well. 
Again, I was attacked with very bad 
dyspepsia, liver disease, and pain in the 
stomach unbearable. My wife called a phy- 
sician, and I was relieved ; but the disease 
Being tired of taking 
medicine ] asked the Lord to again help me 
which He did, in March 1894, and in grati- 


ttude to Him FE make the foregoing state- 


ment, only for His glory, and to deliver me 
of my promise. 
Yours in Jesus, 


Joun |. LINDEL, 


of chronic post nasal’ 





2 QUERIES. ? 
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QuERY.—The Bible speaks of two resur- 
rections, at the translation period and the 
wicked dead at the end of the Millenia! 
period. When are those represented by the 
five wise virgins resurrected? 

ANSWER.—At the first, the translation 
period. 


QOurry.—Is outward anointing necessary 
to Divine healing? Ifso, how are you going 
to be anointed when there is no one near 


_ you having any faith in it? 


ANSWER.—In that case God will heal 
withont anointing. 


QuERV.--Explain Revelation xi: 4. 
Seventh adventists claim that the ‘“‘two 
witnesses? spoken of are the Old and New 
Testament. 

ANSWER. -The “two witnesses’? are 
probably the two prophets who shall be sent 
to Israel during the tribulation time. This 
chapter belongs to that period just prior to 
the Lord’s appearing, and the beginning of 
the millenium. ‘heir death and resurrec- 
tion in the sight of all men preclude the 
idea of the Old and New Testaments, 


QuERY.--Please answer through the in- 
quiry column, is it right to take a judicial 
oath in view of Matt. v: 34, and James v: 12. 

ANSWER. —We have never felt it right to 
take such an oath, but where it has been 
necessary we have made an affirmation, as 
provided by the laws of our State. 


QUERY.—What is the will of God for one 
of His children who has been healed, if 
Satan gets hold of the body, and the faith is 
not strong enough to get away from his 
clutches? Should they wait on the Lord 
with what faith they have, if their dearest 
friends wish then: to use remedies ? 

Should I wait, and feel that to die was 
best? Is that the will of God? 

ANSWER.—We certainly would trust God 


. ° . . land wait on Him for the faith that will 
rheumatism. Being laid bed ridden about | 


make the prayer effectual, 


QuERY.—Was Jesus infallible while on 
earth in the flesh, or did He have to look to 
His Father for His strength, as we have to 
look to Him? 

ANSWER.—Jesus was dependent upon His 
Father, while He dwelt on earth, as we are 
dependent upon Him, but at the same time, 
He ‘was so absolutely in union with Him, 
and His dependence was so perfect, and so 
perfectly sustained, that He did no sin, and 
His life was absolutely perfect and blame- 
less, eve: as His Father’s. In His own per- 
fect Divinity, He was, of course, infallible, 
and incapable of sin. 


QtuERY.—Will you kindly tell me how 
much of the Bible you think we Christians 
can literally claim as our own? While I do 
not want to steal from the Jews what be- 
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longs only to themi, still, I confess, since 
hearing so much dispensational teachitfg, I 
am often at a loss to know whether I can 
claim those promises in the Old Testament, 
and those portions of -the New Testament 
said to be written for the Jews only. 

T sometimes think, blessed are those who 
are ignorant of dispensational truth, for 
every word of the Bible belongs to them. 
It is taught that we cannot claim a single 
temporal blessing, for those were meant 
only for the Jews. Matthew and James 
were written for them only, for they shut 
out the most important promises of healing 
for us. 

Will you not give us your views on these 
questions, in THE CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE? 

ANSWER.—We have already stated in our 
editorial columns, our views in regard to 
Bible pigeon holes, and we think we have 
covered all the Bible by the promise quoted 
from I Corinthians,—‘ All the promises of 
God, how many soever they be, are yea and 
amen in Christ, to the glory of God by us.” 

This certainly was not written to the 
Jews, and thisis a deed of conveyance giving 
to every one whe is in Christ, a right to 
every promise in the Bible. The apostle 
tells us plainly that ‘whatsoever things 
were written aforetime were written for our 
learning, on whom the ends of the world are 
come,’ and no Scripture has any private 
interpretation. 

The Apostle Paut in Ephesians quotes 
from the sixtieth chapter of Isaiah, ‘‘Arise 
and shine,’’ with a slight variation,— 
‘‘ Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from 
the dead and Christ shall give thee light,” 
and He gives to the Ephesians without re- 
striction, the light which was given to the 


Jews. 
These are quite sufficient to settle the 


question about the prophecies of Israel 
which, while our inheritance spiritually, 
shall be fulfilled to Israel literally. 

With respect to temporal promises, the 
Apost’e Peter distinctly quotes from Psalms, 
the prophecies of temporal blessing which 
are associated with obedience. ‘He that 
will love life and see good days, let him 
refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips 
that they speak no guile.” 

And again he quotes the fifth command. 
meut with the promise annexed. These 
surely are sufficient examples of the applica- 
tion of the Old ‘Testament promises of tem- 
poral blessings to New Testament Chris. 
tians, and, thank God! Peter was not writ- 
ing for the Jews. 

It matters little to whom the Epistle was 
addressed. James wrote his letter to the 
twelve tribes of Israel, and Paul also wrote 
his to the Colossians, the Ephesians, etc., 
but that makes them no less the property of 
the whole church. 

God save us from knowing too much, and 
keep us simple enough to believe the Word 
of God, and take the whole Bible for our- 
selves. 


SABBATH SCHOOL. 


teense HEE 


Lesson for June 24th, 1894. 





BY REV. W. H. WALKER. 


REVIEW IN THER SHCOND QUARTER. 


WE GIVE this Quarter Review a series of 
questions on the lessons of the quarter which 
will take us over the whole ground, and 
tend to fix the most important teachings 
upon the mind. 


would distribute questions to the class a 
week before the Review and thus give them 
an opportunity of looking them up. 

What four lands have we chiefly been oc- 
cupied with during the quarter? 1. Canaan, 
2, Egypt. 3. Goshen. 4. Wilderness. 

What is the name of the four prominent 
persons of our lesson? 1. Jacob. 2. Joseph. 
3. Judah. 4. Moses, 

Give the leading traits in the character of 
Jacob. 

What gave occasion for the changing of 
Jacob's name ? 

What were some of the elements in Jacob's 
prayer in lesson one? 

Locate on the map—-Padan Aram, Mount 
Gilead, Mizpah, Jabbok and Peniel. 

Describe the interview between Jacob and 
God at Bethel, and give some of its results. 

Describe the boyhood life of Joseph and 
give reasons why his brethren hated him. 

What did his dreams signify and how 
were they realized? 

What are the most marked traits in the 
character of Joseph? 

How was Joseph brought inte Egypt and 
what was his position there ? 

What was the element in Joseph’s char- 
acter which secured his success? 

What was Joseph’s attitude toward his 
brethren when they came into Egypt to buy 
corn, and when they afterwards bowed down 
to him? 

Describe the interview when Joseph made 
himself known unto his brethren, and what 
he did for them? 

What characterized the last days of Joseph, 
and how old was he when he died? 

What isthe meaning and the subject of 
Exodus? 

How did Israel get into Egypt, how long ! 
were they there, and what was the life they 
lived? 

Why did the Egyptians afflict them so, 
and what good did God bring out of it to 
them? 

Describe the childhood of Moses, his early 
life, and his preparation for his great life- 
work, 

What influenced Moses in his choosing to 
suffer affliction with the people of God? 

What was the effect of his forty years 
training in the desert? 





It would add to the interest if the teacher | 











What prepared him for his work when 
God’s time had come? 

Describe the Passover and its feast and of 
what was it a type? 

Where was the Passover kept, by whom, 
and at what time? Whom did it protect 
from judgment ? 

Describe the passage of the Red Sea. Who 
was the angel with them, and what are 
some of its lessons? 
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Requests for Prayer 


evra EARUR ARIANA 


RAY FOR: 
The conversion of a father, two sons, 
and three daughters, 

Spiritual and physicial healing in God’s 
work among the Telugus, for an earnest bro- 
ther. 

God’s wisdom and patience for a sister in 
great sorrow of heart, that God would bring 
great good ont of this trial. . 

Healing of two sisters in Cal. of erysipelas, 
aud two brothers of other serious diseases, 


that God may use these precious lives for the 


saving of souls. 

God's faith for a dearsister in Mo, to claim 
healing in His name, power to save sinners, 
financial aid; all for His glory. 

Full surrender to God of two sisters and 


; healing of deafness; also, the conversion of 


a young man, once a church member, and 
au outpouring of the Spirit on a city in 
Touisiana. 

A minister afflicted with a complication of 
diseases; partial loss of sight and memory, is 
trusting in Christ as Healer. 

The release of a suffering old lady from 
pain, and the fullness of Jesus. 

Full salvation of a poor man from profan- 
ity and tobacco, and Jesus' love and enabling 
given. 

Healing and His fullness for a danghter 


; and her husband. 


A mother, a professing Christian, not liv- 
ing as she should. 

The removal of a mark from a baby’s 
face. 


Blessed be the name of the Lord. A great 


| spiritual blessing received in answer to the 


united prayers. 

An open door for a sister, partially deaf, 
to become a trained nurse; also, that she 
may he enabled to serve Him, 

A trusting sister in Ala., very nervous and 
ill, to be healed and blessed spiritually. 

Praises to God for full salvation. The 
Lord saved him in answer to united 
prayers. 

Healing from great suffering in the 
throat ; also, full salyation from drink, and 
all for a brother, and that a sister’s burdens 
may be lightened. 





*Requests for pruyer should be addressed ta 
Assistant Editor of the CuRistiaN ALLIANCE, 69% 
Bighth Avenue, New York City, 
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The healing, soul and body, of a young 
man, 


Complete restoration from severe rheuma- | 


tism, catarrh, nervous trouble, inaudible. 
voice, deafness; and a baptism with the 
Spirit for a needy one. 


Healing of asthma and scrofula of a dear : 


brother. 
Perfect strength of mind and body of a 
dear mother exhausted from /a grippe. 


Healing of a dear brother of lung affec- | 


tion. 

Conversion of two brothers and a sister-in- 
law. 

Full salvation of a nephew in R. I 

The power of God to constrain a robber to 
confess his thefts, restore property and seek 
God. 

Spiritual and temporal blessing for three 
children, especially that the son may soon 
find suitable employment. 

God’s strength and wisdom for a woman 
sorely chastened. 

A surrendered will for a seeking one. 

The enlightenment of the Spirit for one 
who has lost the trust in God. 


Full consecration and healing fora dear 
sister. 


The fullness of Jesus for spirit, soul and 
body, for a dear one in Portland, Me. 

Spiritual blessing for a school-teacher, 
and ‘only Christ be seen, be known, be 
heard.”’ 

Conversion of workers in a store. 

Jesus’ fullness manifested to an ex-S. S. 
teacher; also, the same for an elderly pastor 
and wife. 

The Lord’s healing fora dear mother in 
Ohio, greatly exhausted from caring for 


others; and that He would greatly bless 


her spiritually. 
Healing of several serious diseases for a 


sister in Ohio; also, perfect restoration for a | 


dear mother. 

Deliverance from drink for a dear father, 
and that he may be thoroughly converted 
and led into business with Christian men. 

The healing of a cancer on the lip for a 


husband in Ohio, for the glory of God and ; 


His service. 


Power to hear His voice and do His will, ; 


for a sister in the West. 


A man, forty years of age, unsaved, an . 
only son of infiuential family, that he may ; 


be healed of consumption for God’s glory 
and service. 
A lady in Indiana, has cancer and con- 


sumption, that she may receive healing and : 


a baptism with the Spirit. 


A needy one, with weak and distressed ‘ 


mind and sick body, trusting Jesus for all. 

God's wisdom and healing power for a 
husband and wife, and His strength to ever 
trust Him alone. 

Healing of deafness for a dear friend in 
Mass., for His glory. 

Healing of a sister of all tumors and 
Jameness, cleansing the heart and baptizing 
with the Spirit. 


« TEMPERANCE. + 
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The Sociable Drink—A Story For Boys. 


; Mr. PERRY was a southern gentleman, 
lexceedingly polite and a very temperate 
man. One day he met an acquaintance, 
\ who called ont: ‘‘ Hello, Perry! I was just 
_ going to get a drink. Come in and take 
something.”’ 

“Thank you,’’ said Perry. “I don’t care 
for anything.” 





and take something just for sociability’s 
sake.” 


drink with you.” 

“ All right,” growled the friend. “If you 
don’t want to be sociable, Pll go without 
drinking.” 


minute or two, the sociable man in a state 
of great irritation, until Perry suddenly 
, halted in front of a drug store. 

‘‘I’m not feeling very well to-day,’’ said 
he, with a pleasant smile, ‘‘and I think Pit 
goin here and get a dose of castor oil. Will 
you join me?” 

“What!” exclaimed the other. 
dose of castor oi] ?”” 

“Yes. Tl pay for it.” 


“Tn a 


wry face. ‘‘I hate the stuff.” 

‘*But I want you to take a glassof oil with 
me just to be sociable, you know.” 

"FT won't do it.’”” 

“Indeed, my friend,” said Perry, grave- 
ly, ‘“‘your sociable whisky is just as dis- 
: tasteful to me as my castor oil is to you. 
_ Don’t you think I have as much reason to 
be offended with you as you have with 
me?” 

The sociable man saw the point, and it 
| would be money, health and morals saved if 
, the lesson could be firmly implanted in the 
mind of every young man in the land.— 
National Presbyterian. 








F. C. Corey, M. D., in the Aethodist 
Temperance Magazine says: “In most 
cases where alcoholic liquids are used, it is 
not so much because they are seriously be- 
lieved to be the best remedy, but simply be- 
cause they are (unfortunately) the most ac- 
cessible and the most acceptable. It does 
not appear reasonable that medicine so 
! freely prescribed for such a multiplicity of 
various complaints should be exactly 
: adapted for the needs of each. In point 

of fact, remedies, carefully chosen with a 
view to the individual case in hand, do 
| really replace the panacea alcohol with 
| manifest physical advantage.”’ 








| WE ARE informed that a temperance so- 


: ciety has been organized in St. Petersburg 
| which includes a brother of the reigning 


“But,” persisted the other, “‘come inj 


‘'T want to be Sociable,’ answered Perry. ; 
“T am anxious to be sociable, but I can't ' 


The two men walked silently along for a | 


“Ugh!” cried the sociable man, ‘with a: 


==> 


' czar, ahigh dignitary of the Greek Church 
! gud the ministers of all the departments of 
government. The leading Russian news- 
paper, in commenting on this new alliance 
of government with temperance, says: 
“Only the co-operation of the government 
departments with the efforts of the society 
can deliver the people from the thraldom 
of drunkenness. To abolish such is the 
province and the power of the govern- 
ment.” 





A PLEASANT story is told of Lady Mac- 
donald, wife of the late Premier of Canada, 
who has long been an abstainer. Another 
lady of high position met her at dinner one 
day and was surprised to see that she took 
no wine, and at length asked :— 

‘Did you not set out wine when you en- 
tertained the Marquis of Lorne?” 

: ‘*Never!’? was the prompt reply. 

“But did you not feel that you must 
apologize?” 

“Certainly not. Wine is not a natural 
beverage, and so should rather come in than 
go out with apology.” 

This answer and that example led the 
other lady to become an abstainer also.— 
Ex. 





A WRITER in the German Army Journal 
calls attention to the seriously unsatisfactory 
condition of the army reserve, attributing it 
to excessive drinking. Another writer be- 
lieves that the whole future of the German 
nation depends on the drink question. 
(Germany is not the only nation so depend- 
ent). One-fifteenth of all the cultivated 
land in Germany is devoted to the produc- 
tion of materials for the making of alco- 
holie liquor. 


Tr 1s remarked by an exchange, that the 
“tied club’ is the latest development of 
the liquor traffic. It is formed in this wise : 
A brewer takes a house, calls it a conserva- 
tive club, and it becomes a tied house, not 
needing a license. ae 





THE BisHop o¥ LONDON at a meeting of 
the C. E. T. S., asked what could be more 
important than the endeavor to help men 
who were struggling against temptations? 
The sin of intemperance was one which 
caused unexamipled mischief, but he some- 
times felt that even a blacker sin was indif- 
ference to intemperance, He quite recog- 
nized that intemperance was not confied to 
one class, but the sufferings it entailed fell 
heaviest on the toiling classes, who, by their 
labor, really upheld the whole framework 
of society, and had the strongest possible 
claims for help and assistance upon the 
community. 


THE W.C. T. U. of Fremont, Neb., has 
paid off in full the indebtedness on its 
Temperance ‘Temple, built at a cost of 
; $10,000. 
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INDIA. 





Orr DEAR workers in India have a sum- 
mer home at Igatpuri at the top of the 
Ghauts. It has been cool and pleasant dur- 
ing the hot season, and the dear ones have 
been taking turns in getting a little change. 


Our FRIENDS in India know how to ap- 
preciate the 121st Psalm, One of them 
gives the following account of it -— 

“vou have hot weather at home but it is 
different heat. You may havea change in 
the weather, or a heavy shower that cools 
and refreshes every one, But when the 
heat begins in March it steadily increases 
each day with rarely any change or let up. 
The winds blow and they are hot just like 
the air that comes out of the oven on bak- 
ing days, The missionary that has not 
ceased to grumble at the weather in Ametica 
would better stay out of India. Happy is 
the man whose heart is at rest with all his 
circumstances, even God's weather. 

“Mr. Finney taught young converts that 
they had not fully accepted God's will in all 
their circumstances if they grumbled at the 
weather. The heat does get very great; 
andin the rainy season it is often steamy, 
and prickly heat abounds. Some tempera- 
ments would better never invest ina ther- 
mometer. The hot season, aside from its 
great heat, is the healthiest season we have. 
The soul that has learned to have his 
‘Home, sweet home’ in the will of God, 
gets on in any land,” 


WE REGRET to learn from India, that tn 
some of the S. P, G. Missions, native actors 
are hired at certain entertainments to sing 
and act heathen pieces. <A protest has been 
made against this, by the Christian people 
of Madras. 

It is said that many of the performances 
are grossly indecent and immoral, and fit 
only to be sung or said in the lowest places. 


We ARE glad to learn from the /ydia 
alitiance that Mr, Garrison has baptized two 
of his native servants. 

We are also pleased to learn from the 
same source, of the good health of all our 
missionaries, except Mr. Garrison, who has 
been attacked with smallpox. 

The hot season is nearly over now, aud by 
the time these lines are in print, refreshing 
rains will have come to Central India, and 
a shout of rejoicing wili be going up from 
our dear workers in that scorching land. 


THE CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE Home, in 
Poona, is goiug on in blessing. They have 
recently obtained a more commodious house, 
and there are seven children in the Home 
altogether. 


Tux Bombay Guardian gives an interest- 





Mission in 1893. It says that there are 
seventy nine missionaries in all, who occupy 
twenty-two stations. Four new stations 
have been opened during the year, eight 
reinforcements arrived, and three died. 
There are sixty-six native ordained 
preachers and 165 unordained. There has 
been an addition during the year by baptism 


of 1,162, and there are 48,000 members alto- | 


gether scattered among 1,900 villages, 

The church in Nellore has become inde- 
pendent and supports its own pastor, The 
most encouraging feature of the year has 


been the awakening of the members of the | 


church to a more thorough cleansing and 
filling by the Holy Spirit and a larger de- 
pendence upon His presence and power. 

The same paper gives an interesting ac- 
count of the Danish Mission in India, It is 
located in the neighborhood of Madras and 
Ascot. There are eight male and three 
female imissionaries, with some native pas- 
tors and teachers, There are 247 commun- 
icants, and during the year thirty-six adults 
were baptized, 

We are sorry to learn that during the 
year 128 persons were enticed from the 
Danish Mission to the Catholic Church. 


CHINA. 








WE LEARN from 7he Chinese Messenger, 
that united evangelical services have been 
held in Shanghai, and that much good has 
resulted. The Messenger says the results 
of the effort have exceeded expectation. 

Native Christians have been taught the 
lesson of Christian brotherhood and co- 
operation, and many non-Christians have 
been brought under the power of the 
Gospel. 

In connection with the church of Rev. C. 
F, Reed, no less than forty new metbers 
have been received since the meetings 
began. 

The Messenger aiso says that Mr. Murray 
of the National Scotch Bible Society has 
just taken a long tour through Hunan, 
Southern China. He went through Hunan 
to Bhamo, Upper Burmah, and proposes to 


| re-enter China by way of Tong-King. 


We are glad to learn from the same 
source, of a revival work in the city of 
Tientsin, and an overflow of much blessing 
throughout the surrounding mission fields, 
There is nothing more needed in the mis- 
sion fields than the spiritual quickening of 
the missionaries, which always leads to 
awakening among the heathen, 


THE PRESKYTERIAN MISSION at Hainan 
has had a very earnest invitation from a 
number of natives in the interior, to send 
niissionaries. 

The following petition was brought 130 
miles by a native, who travelled on foot 
with it. 

‘‘ Messrs. Jeremiassen, Melrose and Tang, 


ing account of the American Baptist Telugu | three great men, we invite you, honorable 





gentlemen, deign to examine our petition. 
To begin :—On a previous occasion, you, 
honorable persons, came and preached the 
Gospel in the home of Ngou in the village 
of Dang-Toa, Van-Chew. Many people 
gathered to hear you and many believed. 
Several gentlenien counseled together in 
reference to building a chapel in Dang-Toa 
village, 

“We now give you this as proof that we 
have not three hearts and two wills. This 
chapel is like leaven, men’s hearts like meal. 
If there is no chapel how can the Gospel be 
proclaimed? If there is no Jeaven, how can 
the meal be leavened? But if there is leaven 
the meal will gradually rise: if there is a 
chapel and the Word is preached, then 
gradually one man will proclaim to ten, ten 
to one hundred, one hundred to one thons- 
and, a thousand to ten thousand. Is not 
this like the mountain stream? One place 
will then be all Jeavened by the Gospel.” 

It is said that there are towns and cities 
in the interior of the island that are with- 
out instruction and men are willing to listen 
, to the missionaries, 

The total population of the island is about 
3,000,c00, and the Presbyterian Church has 
: the only Society laboring there, 


THE PRESBYTHRIAN MIssIon at Vung- 
kong, occupied by our dear brother, Dr. 
Beattie and his brother, has been assaulted 
\ by a Chinese mob. 


THE BOARDS. 





THE LoNDoN Crry Misston has held its 
fifty-ninth anniversary. It reports 483 mis- 
sionaries employed, 645 services held, 439 
fallen women rescued, 1,749 drunkards re- 
claimed, and $300,000 spent in the work. 


THE NINETY-FIFTH anniversary of the 
Religious Tract Society of London has just 
been held. The Society reports that its 
publications are now circulated in 209 lan- 
guages, dialects and characters, 47,000,000 
tracts, books and periodicals were issued 
{during the year, of which uearly one-half 
were tracts, and 20,000,000 were issued from 
foreign depots, making 67,000,000 altogether 
for the year. 


| GENERAL. 


| STATISTICIANS STATE that the affluent and 
middie classes have increased faster than 
the population in the last forty years, and 
that iu the last quarter of a century the sav- 
ings of the working classes have multiplied 
; more than three-fold. These are serious 
questions, 


The New York Observer says that duriug 
the past winter, more than 80,000 persons 
have been converted in the various revival 
movements throughout this country. 
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4 INCIDENTS. + 


sar tate a veneer 


Lucia. 





ONE EVENING it was very much laid upon 
our hearts that Lucia (the girl I mentioned 
in another letter) should go with us to the 
meetings. She had been forbidden to go to 
the meetings in the church on Sundays; 
but we urged that these meetings were being 
held in a native shop, and her people con- 
sented to let her go with us, and we prom- 
ised to fetch her to the evening meeting, 
little expecting that we should get the poor 
girl into very serious trouble. 

In the evening she got ready to go with 
us, but her relatives were up in arms against 
her going; it did not matter to them 
whether the meetings were held in a shop 
or a church, on a Sunday or a Tuesday. 


We were Christians, and wanted others to | 
become Christians; therefore, they would | 
not let her go; they declared that they | 
would rather kill her than let her go and | 


become. a Christian. 

Her brother stood in the way, and would 
not let her pass, but we all felt that God 
would deliver us; so we knelt down, and 
Lucia with us, and we specially asked that 
she might have courage and fidelity to con- 
fess Christ, whatever the consequences might 
be. For her to go to this meeting was her 
first public step in acknowledging that she 
was a Christian. 

The men were armed with thick sticks, 
and yelled at us as we brought Lucia out of 
the hut. They commanded Lucia to go 
back into the hut, but we told them that 
she wanted to go to the meeting, and that 
we were going with her. This only made 
them very angry with us, and they charged 
us with taking her away by force. We then 
asked Lucia to tell them why she was going, 
but she, poor girl, was trembling and shak- 
ing all over, and said to us, ‘‘ ladies, I stay, 
and not go. Iam not afraid of what they 
wilt do to me, but I am afraid they will hurt 
you.’’ And then she turned to her rela- 


tives and told them that she was not being : 


forced by the ladies, but she wished to go to 
the meeting herself, and that no one had 
influenced her. 

As soon as she had made this statement 
her brother-in-law lost all control of him- 
self, and with a fearful yell sprang forward 
and threatened to knock her down if she at. 
teuipted to go, saying, ‘1711 kill you first,” 
and raised his heavy stick to strike her. 

At this momeut I felt my absolute weak- 
ness before this enraged man, and cried 
unto the Lord for deliverance, stepping in 
between him and Lucia. As soon as I 
stepped before the poor terrified girl another 
worker stepped by her side, so that it was 
quite impossible for her to be touched with- 
out onr being first of all knocked down, 





: neglected. 
j to the cheerless east wind of the Oriental 
A woman will go with her smile, | 





down his stick and calmly say to Lucia, 
“Now you may go.’’ God had indeed 
heard our cry, and delivered ug out of the 
hands of violent men. Praise’ His holy 
name! 

Although the deliverance was so marked, 
Iam ashamed to say that instead of accept- 
ing it as such, { thought it was only a 
cunning trap to get us away from the house, 
and attack us as we went along some of the 
narrow paths, and I told him that I sus- 
pected foul play, and could not believe that 
he really meant to let us go quietly to the 
meeting. The reply I received greatly hum- 
bled me. The man said very indignantly, 
“T have said she may go to the meeting, 
and I mean what I say.’’ By this decided 
remark we felt sure that God had delivered 
us, and we there and then knelt down and 
thanked God for Ais great deliverance. 
Hallelujah! When we got up the man had 
been watching us, and called out to Lucia’s 
mother and said, ‘‘ You must come along to 
the meeting ; I am going.’’ 
together, 

It was a terrible time for us all, especially 
for poor Lucia, who did not recover herself 
for some time. We fully realized what our 
Lord meant when He said, ‘‘ Fear not them 
that kill the body;’? and in that fearful 
moment, when we expected we should be 
killed, we did not fear. Praise His holy 
name! May we never fear those who can 
kill the body, but only sin, which kills the 
soul !—Aiss Gregson's Letters Srom Ceylon. 





AN oO1p peasant in Northwest India 
learned by heart the first chapter of St. 
John’s Gospel. After his harvest was over 
he would go out year by year into the vil- 
lages around and repeat what he had 
learned. In eight years he had brought 
some four hundred of his countrymen to 
embrace Christianity and receive baptism. 
—Triumph of Faith. 


SECRETARY WRIGHT, of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, at the anniversary of 
the London Missionary Society, said he felt 
that the tremendous wealth of influence and 
power in woman’s work had hitherto been 
“Tu Damascus we men preach 


bazaars. 
and this smile will be answered by a smile, 
We dare not smile. She goes with this 
access to all these little springs of love and 


, influence down among the people, into the 


homes, into the seed place, where the good 
seed can be sown in the hearts of the 
women.’’—Christian Standard. 


Because that for his name’s sake they 
went forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles. 
We therefore ought to receive such, that 
we might be fellow-helpers to the truth. 


Imagine our surprise at seeing the man put ; ITT. John 7, 8 


So we all went | 





« CORRESPONDENCE + 


Africa.—Iliss Peacock. 





OUR SISTER, in her last letters, tells an in- 
cident showing the ignorance of the poor 
African people. One afternoon they heard 


_the report of a gun, which meant that there 


was a death in the village. She and Miss 
Riggs went out to see what it was, and soon 
came to a hut where they found the women 
crying and groaning. 

They went inside and asked to see the face 
of the young man who was dead, as they 
wished to know whether it was any one 
whom they had spoken with. As the women 
began to throw the covering off the face, 
the rest ran screaming out of the house, and 
alarmed the men who were outside, who 
came in and told them peremptorily to leave 
the house. 

They did so, and found that the reason of 
the commotion was that they believed that 
to look at the face of a dead person would 
kill them, 

Their superstition is, that whenever a per- 
son dies, they must keep firing a gun until 
the body is buried. This is to frighten 
away the evil spirits until it reaches its 
future home in safety, When the body is 
buried, different weapons are buried with it, 
that it may defend itself, and also a quantity 
of cloth, and everything that belongs to 
them is buricd with them, that they may 
buy food in their new home. 

Our dear sisters spoke to them about the 
salvation of their souls, She wishes to put 
upon our hearts here the burden of prayer 
for dark Africa, this land of sin, of super- 
stition, ayd shadowed with the wings of the 
evil one. 


China,—Miss Myers. 





OUR SISTER writes saying, ‘‘ My heart is 
filled with praise and thanksgiving to our 


; Heavenly Father for the blessed way he 
! went before me on my journey to Wuhu. 


‘*Miss Douw received a letter from Mr. 
Funk saying that Miss Rodgers, and Miss 
Larsson were on their way to Peking. Miss 
Douw concluded to go to Tientsin herself to 
ineet them, and also decided that I should 
go down with them and on to Wuhu, 

«“ We left Peking on March 27th, reached 
Tientsin the morning of the 29th, founda 
Chinaman waiting to take us to Mr. Clark’s 
of the Cin, which was very unexpected. 
Mr. Clark said that he had not sent the man 
but he was one of his coolies, and was look- 
for ajob, but Iam sure the Lord sent him 
to save us time and trouble, as Miss Douw 
did not know exactly where Mr. Clark 
lived. 

“T left Shanghai on the steamer the same 
day at 5.30 A.M. Iwas the only foreign 
passenger on board, and the captain was 
very kind. As we came into the harbor I 
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wondered how we should find Mr. Evans’ 
house, for I had forgotten to write him. 
After the boat had been made fast to the 
wharf, I was standing in my cabin, waiting 
until the Chinese passengers had all gone 
on shore, when a nicely dressed, English- 
speaking Chinaman came to my door and 
asked me if I was Mrs. Cooley from Ch’i Fu. 
He had been sent to take her to Mr. Evans, 

‘‘Treplied that I was not that lady, but 
that I also wanted to see Mr. Evans. He 
took my satchel and gave it to Mrs, Evans’ 
house boy who was waiting outside, put me 
ina jinriksha and we went to Mr Evans’. 
Was that not of the Lord? They had been 
expecting this other lady, and He arranged 
itso I might be met, and all trouble and 
anxiety taken away from me. 

“T have had a blessed time with Mr. 
Lelacheur, and the dear household of faith. 
I am trusting that God will use me greatly 
here and that I may be able to bring souls 
1o Himself.’” 


Hayti. 


Mrs. LanGLEY has sent us very encour- 
aging news about the Gospel Mission in 
Port au Prince. She has been for eight days 
in Port au Paix, where the T.ord has wonder- 
fully blessed her meetings. 

In Hayti they usually have two congrega- 
tions, one inside the church and the other 
outside, as they are very eager to hear 
about the Lord. 

Our dear sister praises God with a full 
heart, not only for the work that is being 
done, but for the helper whom the Lord has 
sent to her for this work. 

There is great love in the people’s heart 
there for our dear sister, and they seem to 
appreciate her efforts for their souls’ salva- | 
tion. We feel sure that the Lord will con- 
tinue to bless as He has in the past, and that 
He will glorify His own name through the | 
mission in Port au Prince. t 

| 


China.—Mr. Beals. 





OuR DEAR brother says in his last letter, 
that the work. in Wu-chang is very prosper- 
ous, and there are many inquiring for the | 
Gospel, but the adversary is not dead yet, 
and he upholds his own, and the battle is 
hot, but we hold to the promises, and He 
brings us off more than conquerors. 

Brother Ekval! was just on a little trip to 
the Han River, and they are believing in 
God as He stands with them in the interior. 

He gives the following notice, which we 
gladly insert : 

“Married at Chin-kiang, China, before 
the United States Consul, General A C. 
Jones, Z. Charles Beals, of Wu-chang, China, 
to Mrs, 1. Cassidy, of Wuhu, China, April 
25, 1894,” 

Our prayers are with them, that they may 
be made a double blessing in that country. 





India.— Mr. Garrison. 


OUR BROTHER writes from Amraoti, say- 
ing: ‘We afe remaining here through the 
hot season, for some causes best for us: 
There were quite a number who seemed to 
feel the heat more than we did, and we felt 
led to remain at our post and have the other 
ones go to the hill station bungalow. Brother 
Erickson is also with us. 

“TY feared a little on account of my family 
during this heat. But the Lord has shown 
me how ill-set my fears are, for in three or 
four weeks after we decided to remain, I 
myself had an attack of smallpox. 1 was 
quite sick for two days, and was confined to 
my bed, but the dear Lord granted the 
greatest deliverance, and I rose and had my 
usual appetite during the day, and in the 
evening went for a ride three or four miles 
in the country with Brother Erickson and 
family. 

“T had some eruptions on my head, face | 
and hands, but I thought it was a Jittle of 
the fever, but the next day the servants pro- 
nounced it smallpox. 

“ The day following we sent to the camp 
for an English physician to come and pro- 
nounce upon the case, and he at once said 
it was smallpox. My children had never 
been vaccinated. I had been, when a boy, 
also my wife when a girl. We had the 
children vaccinated, but it was too late to de- 
liver them naturally, and one of our boys 
was the only one who escaped. The other 
children ail had the smallpox, but none of 
them were confined to the bed for a day, and 
the eruption only came out on them here 
and there. 

“Tcannot tell you how the dear Lord 
went with us through it all, but He did 
make it all work together beautifully for our 
good. We were enabled to praise Him for, 
and through it all. We saw His hand in it. 
Then, too, it was a testimony to the people 


i here of standing true to God through afflic 


tion, fearlessly trusting in Him, and not 
through fear turning to Egypt for help. 
“‘T praised Him again, too when I stood 


1 in the bazaar the other day. In the crowd 


before us, while purchasing, I counted 


| eightcen faces marked, and most of them 


deeply so, with smail-pox, and then look- 
ing in my children’s faces, and have the | 
friends tell me also concerning my own, 
that there will remain no marks, I see how 
God wrought for us, praise His dear name! 

“But beyond all else, His presence was 
with us, Another dear soul came out for 
Jesus and was baptized last night. We are 
trusting. Keepon praying.” 


News From Shanghai. 





Our DEAR friend, Mrs. Cassidy, who is 
now in China, writes a very cheering letter 
concerning the work in Shanghai, and also 





of Mrs. Moore, who was at one time one of 
our missionaries, 

She speaks of the interest that has been 
excited, among the women especially, to 
hear about Jesus, Her letter closes with 
these words: ‘God help these benighted 
Chinese, for in their degradation they seem 
so. Butthere is a bright side growing in 
the work of a few faithful ones.” 

She asks us to pray for the work there, 
secing its need with her own eyes. 


aCe cs atte 


KEVIEWS 4*2 NOTES. 


‘usta aay ge tRNA 


A Manual of Christian Doctrine.* - By Fred- 
eric W, Farr. It gives us great pleasure to call at- 
tention to the admirable volume which has just been 
published by Rev. F. W. Farr, Superintendent of Stud- 
ies in the New York Missionary Training Institute. 

This is a unique and most valuable volume, con- 
taining the substance of Mr. Farr’s class lectures dur- 
ing the past two or three sessions of the Training In- 
stitute, and presenting the doctrines of the evangel- 
ical faith in the most concise, clear, forcible, and 
Scriptural way. 

These outlines are in full accord with the prin- 
ciples ofthe Four-fold Gospel and the doctrines ot 


! the evangelical faith. They are thoroughly up to 


date in their reference to present truth and prevail- 
ing error. 

They are particularly adapted to class work ond 
the training of students in theology. They present 
asystem of Christology and Bibliology rather than 
cold, scientific theology. 

The clearly analytical form in which subjects arc 
presented and summed up in striking questions is 
particularly happy as a basis of class instruction, and 


| the extreme brevity and conciseness with which an 


immense mass of scholarship and comprehensive 
discussion is compressed into a very small manual is 
quite remarkable. 

We congratulate our dear brother on his admirable 
and timely volume. It is sure to prove an invaluable 
aid not only to the private student of the Scriptures, 
put to the training of missionaries in all Biblical In- 
stitiiles {hat are not afraid to trust a volume emana- 
ting from the atmosphere of The Christian 4Miance. 


The Land of the Veda.—hy Rev. William But” 


; Jer, D.D. Published by Hunt and Haton, New York 


‘This is an old and well-known volume, for which we 
are indebted to the courtesy of the author, our hon- 
ored friend, Dr. Butler, of Newton Centre, formerly 
of North India. 

Dr. Butler was one of the founders of the North 
India Mission, now under the charge of Bishop 
Thoburn. This able volume is crowded with a great 
mass of important information regarding the period 
just foliowing the Indian Mutiny and the early days 
of the Mission, 

It is illustrated very handsomely, and contains a 


! great mass of accurate and valuable information re- 


specting Iudia and missionary work in that land. 


Tales of Angola.—By Heli Chatelain, Published 
by Houghton, Mifflin & Co., Boston. 
. This is a singular book, contaiming a lot of African 


! tales in parallel pages, one in the Angola dialect and 


the other in English. They are rather amusing, yet 
many of them exceedingly foolish. 

Mr. Chatelain was a missionary of Bishop Taylor's 
Society, and has gathicred these statements of the 
folk-lore of the Angolese. 


Hervism in Missions.—'This is the title of a 
very striking volume published by ihe Wesleyan 
Book Concern, Cincinnati. 

We have re-published oue of the papers, giving an 
interesting acconnt of Mr, Wilmot Brooke, one of the 
heroes of the Niger. : 





* Published by the author, 





